Cold Mountain - Multiple Choice Questions

Pre-AP Ninth Grade

Lesson Objectives

The student will identify the following literary and rhetorical devices and connect them to meaning in the text:

· diction

· tone and shifts in tone

· figurative language

· imagery

· allusions

· sound devices

· point of view

· theme

· irony

· motifs

The student will identify the following devices of grammar and syntax and connect to meaning in the text:

· simple, compound, complex, and compound-complex sentences

· independent and dependent clauses

· declarative, interrogative, imperative, and exclamatory sentences

· loose/periodic sentences

· cumulative sentences

· antithetical sentences

· parallelism

· complex syntax strategies: anaphora, epistrophe, repetition, asyndeton, polysyndeton, inverted order

· participles

The student will gain confidence and skills to answer AP-style multiple choice questions.

The student will practice close reading and annotation skills.

Resources needed

Novel Cold Mountain, Charles Frazier

Companion music: compact disc “Songs from the Mountain,” Dirk Powell, Tim O’Brien, John Herrmann—“old fiddle and banjo tunes, ballads, and hymns referred to either directly or indirectly in Charles Frazier’s powerful novel, Cold Mountain.”  “This music was an important part of the author’s research for the Civil War period story of the war-ravaged mountain culture of western North Carolina.” (from CD jacket)

Timeline

These five passages should take 3-4 class days, allowing time both for answering the questions and for class discussion afterward.

Description of assignments

The students will read five passages from five different chapters in the novel.  Each passage is followed by 5 to 7 questions.  The teacher should allow plenty of time for the first passage, since this is the first time this year the student has encountered AP-style multiple choice questions.  Then with each passage, the teacher should reduce the time the student has to answer the questions, so that by the fifth passage, the student has no more than ten minutes to both read the passage and answer the questions.  Since the AP exams are timed, students must gradually learn to work under time constraints.  After the students have answered the questions over one passage, the teacher should lead a class discussion over the passage and the correct answers.

	FIRST PASSAGE—FROM CHAPTER ONE

Use three paragraphs beginning with “The memory passed on as the light from the window rose toward day.”  End with “…to have been living with a wound for a long time.”




1. The pattern of sentence types in the first paragraph is

(A) predominantly compound/complex

(B) a mixture of complex and compound

(C) a mixture of complex sentences with compound and simple sentences containing compound verbs

(D) predominantly simple

(E) compound sentences interspersed with fragments

2. The progression of time in this passage moves from

(A) just before dawn to early morning

(B) midnight to dawn

(C) early morning to noon

(D) dusk to dawn

(E) late night to dawn

3. A theme that runs through this passage is

(A) meaningful work mitigates the horrors of war

(B) war offers unrelieved periods of boredom

(C) war will eventually end as night does

(D) war blinds all men, literally or figuratively

(E) men can be wounded in different ways

4. The language in this passage is notable for its

(A) hyperbolic style

(B) almost total lack of figures of speech

(C) unusual syntax

(D) abrupt shifts from figurative to literal

(E) frequent allusions

5. The tone of this passage could be characterized as

(A) grotesque

(B) wistful

(C) pathetic and touching

(D) somber and steady

(E) hopeless and despondent

	SECOND PASSAGE—FROM CHAPTER 2

In this passage, Ada agrees to use the Swanger’s method for determining her future after Monroe dies, leaving Ada uncertain about her future.

Long passage beginning with “Esco rubbed his hands together and grinned,” ending with “Or else to wait.”




1. The sentence beginning in line two contains

I. a verb in passive voice

II. figurative language

III. a complex sentence

IV. a compound/complex sentence

V. a compound verb

(A) I, II, and IV only

(B) III, IV, and V only

(C) I, IV, and V only

(D) I and V only

(E) IV and V only

2. The style of the second paragraph is characterized by

I. vivid participles

II. cumulative sentences

III. periodic sentences

IV. simple sentences

V. unusual syntax

(A) I, II, and IV only

(B) I, III, and IV only

(C) II, IV, and V only

(D) I and II only

(E) I and IV only

3. The tone of this passage is

                  (A)  carefree


       (B)  humorous

                   (C)  critical of Ada’s and the Swanger’s superstition

                   (D)  wistful

                   (E)  somber and uncanny

4. An outstanding aspect of this passage would be

                   (A)  Ada’s vertigo in looking into the well

             (B)  the words of the hymn “Wayfaring Stranger”

                   (C)  the wheel of bright light Ada sees

                   (D)  the vagueness of detail and graininess of the image Ada sees

       (E)  the “well-viewing” as a cure for Ada’s depression and experiment in Cold Mountain customs

5. The sentence fragments in the last paragraph perform all the following functions EXCEPT to

       (A)  foreshadow Ada’s future

                   (B)  mirror the words to “Wayfaring Stranger”

                   (C)  provide an alliterative list of what Ada sees in her vision

                   (D)  echo the fragmented vision Ada sees in the well

                   (E)  contrast the “well-viewing” with the strife of the Civil War

	THIRD PASSAGE—FROM CHAPTER 3

THIS PASSAGE BEGINS CHAPTER 3:

“At another time the scene might have had about it a note of the jaunty.”  Use the first two paragraphs of chapter 3, ending with “a great crusted welt at his collar line.”




1. The fist sentence suggests that

(A) the description that follows will have a tone of lightheartedness

(B) Inman revels in the beauty of this autumn day

(C) The paragraph will not contain a shift in tone

(D) The scene is actually anything but buoyantly carefree

(E) Inman will begin his day with thankfulness

2. The second sentence is characterized by

I.  four parallel elements

II.   seven parallel elements

III.  an introduction followed by a list

IV.  parallelism within parallel elements

V.   figurative language

(A) I, III, and IV only

(B) II, III, and IV only

(C) I, IV, and V only

(D) I and III only

(E) III and V only

3. “Inman felt like God’s most marauded bantling” (lines 5-6) means that Inman

(A)  is considering whether he should continue his journey to Cold Mountain

(B)  believes that God has rejected him because of his participation in war

(C)  feels like a child who has been raided for plunder

(D)  realizes that he can no longer live in the woods

(E)  plans to raid the surrounding towns in retaliation against the Federals

4. The rhetorical shift in the first paragraph is created by

(A) the shift from description of the day’s beauty to Inman’s misery, signaled by the word “but”

(B) the use of animal imagery

(C) variation in sentence length

(D) changing point of view

(E) a shift from literal to figurative language

5. The last sentence in the first paragraph is characterized by

        I.  antithetical structure

       II.  convoluted syntax

                  III.  a scatological simile

                  IV.  anaphora

                   V.  vivid imagery

(A) I and V only

(B) III and V only

(C) I, II, and V only

(D) I, III, and IV only

(E) I, III, and V only

6. Frazier characterizes the flatwoods Inman is now traversing by using

             I.  sentence fragments

                  II.  allusions

                 III.  words with negative connotations

                 IV.  complicated syntax

                  V.  alliteration

            (A)  III, IV, and V only

            (B)  I, III, and V only

            (C)  I, II, and V only

            (D)  II, IV, and V only

            (E)  III and V only

7. Nature is presented in this passage as

(A) an annoying presence

(B) a cacophony which mirrors the struggles of the war

(C) a symbol of Inman’s present state of mind and body

(D) a hope for a better future

(E) a respite and retreat for Inman

	FOURTH PASSAGE—FROM CHAPTER FOUR

Four paragraphs beginning with “Of course, in her previous life Ada had taken little part in the garden….” ending with “Over a period of weeks she collected the tale of Ruby’s life in pieces.”




1. The sentence type of sentence #1 is

(A) simple

(B) compound

(C) compound/complex

(D) complex

(E) compound

2. The sentence in line 5 beginning “She made…” is characterized by

(A) parallelism

(B) literal language

(C) inverted syntax

(D) complex diction

(E) paradox

3. The sentence in line 14 beginning “When the bleeding headless body…” is characterized by

             I.  stark diction

            II.  synecdoche

           III.  striking metaphor

                 IV.  metonymy

(A) I only

(B) I and II only

(C) III and IV only

(D) I and III only

(E) I and IV only

4. The third paragraph contains a(n) example(s) of

        I.  anaphora

                   II.  epistrophe

                  III.  antimetabole

                  IV.  epanalepsis

                   V.  polysyndeton

(A) II only

(B) II and V only

(C) V only

(D) III and IV only

(E) IV only

5. The rhetorical shift in paragraph #4 is due to

(A) inclusion of color imagery

(B) movement from physical to mental activity

(C) changing point of view

(D) change in sentence structure

(E) use of allusions

	FIFTH PASSAGE—FROM CHAPTER 18

Inman has made his way back to Cold Mountain only to stop at Ada’s house and find her gone.  Two paragraphs, beginning with “He thought Ada might save him from his troubles and redeem him from the past four years…” and ending with “…he would follow them to wherever they led as long as he could put one foot in front of the other.”




1. A rhetorical shift in the first paragraph occurs

(A) in line 4 “But to believe…”

(B) in line 8 “At such time…”

(C) in lines 9-10 “There wee many preachers…”

(D) in line 12 “But Inman’s dark voice…”

(E) in the last sentence “All the resurrection…”

2. The antecedent of “it” in lines 5-7 is

(A) deep faith

(B) holding your grandchild on your knee

(C) a bright future

(D) pleasure

(E) a calm mind

3. The two sentences in lines 8-9, “Fear and hate…” and “At such time…” illustrate

I. epistrophe

II. a striking simile

III. one fragment and one sentence

IV. litotes

V. antithesis

(A) I, III, and V only

(B) I, II, and V only

(C) II and III only

(D) III and V only

(E) II, III, and V only

4. The sentence beginning in line 11 makes it clear that Inman believes that

I. the lowest kind of a sinner is a killer

II. “killers and thieves and adulterers” are equally lost sinners

III. the preachers who offer this salvation are more in need of salvation than the sinners

IV. “those gnawed by despair” are in more desperate need of salvation than killers, thieves, and adulterers

V. he is in a better spiritual state since he is not a thief or an adulterer

(A) II and IV only

(B) I, III, and V only

(C) II, IV, and V only

(D) II, III, and IV only

(E) III and IV only

5. The change in tone from paragraph #1 to paragraph #2 could be characterized by

(A) angry to hopeful

(B) cynical to hopeful

(C) hopeful to cynical

(D) dark to promising

(E) promising to dark

	SIXTH PASSAGE—FROM THE LAST CHAPTER OF THE NOVEL

Four paragraphs beginning with “Ada heard the gunshots in the distance, dry and thin as sticks breaking” ending with “happy union stretched before the two on the ground.”




1. The style of the paragraph beginning “When she reached the place…” is characterized by

I. the predominance of simple sentences

II. lack of connectives between sentences

III. the predominance of compound sentences

IV. the predominance of sentence fragments

V. the predominance of figurative language

            (A)  I and II only

            (B)  II, III, and IV only

            (C)  II, III, and V only

            (D)  I, II, and V only

            (E)  I, II, and IV only

2. The first sentence contains examples of all the following EXCEPT

      (A)  a simile

      (B)  sound imagery

      (C)  a cumulative sentence

      (D)  two adjectives and a participle

      (E)  a periodic sentence

3. The long sentence beginning in line 11 “Apple trees…” illustrates all the following EXCEPT

      (A)  parallelism

                  (B)  figurative language

                  (C)  color imagery

                  (D)  participial phrases

                  (E)  images of plenty and beauty

4. Since this passage ends chapter 20 and this book except for a short epilogue, the reader fully expects

            (A)  Inman to die from the boy’s gunshot

            (B)  Ada to track down the boy as she did the turkey

            (C)  Ada and Inman to have “long decades of happy union”

            (D)  the war to end soon

            (E)  Inman to shoot the boy

ANSWER KEY:

First passage:


Second passage:
1. c



1. c

2. a



2. a

3. e



3. e

4. b



4. b

5. d



5. e




Third passage:
1. d

2. a

3. c

4. a

5. e

6. b

7. c

Fourth passage:

Fifth passage:


Sixth passage:

1. b


1. a



1. d

2. a


2. a



2. e

3. d


3. c



3. b

4. b


4. d



4. c

5. b


5. b

