Allusion Notebook

Grade 9 and 10 Pre-AP
Lesson Objectives


The student will:

· Research assigned allusions as they appear in the literature studied in class

· Link allusions to theme, tone, characterization, etc.

· Recognize connections across literature and life

· Accurately document sources

· Summarize original source material

· Write analytically

An allusion is a reference to a well-known person, place, event, literary work, or work of art.

Recognizing an allusion, knowing its original source or context, explaining why the author chose to use the allusion, and discussion the insight gained or effect created by the use of the allusion, is essential for a student of literature.  To aid you in this learning process you will each be required to develop an allusion notebook over the course of the semester.  Through this process you will realize that some people, events, and literary works are alluded to over and over.  An understanding of these allusions will help you throughout your education career.  To be completed at the end of the semester.

Format for Entries

Allusion Rubric

Research



20   _____

Category / Subdivision 

10   _____

Title




  5   _____

Summary of Sources


10   _____

Source Cites



10   _____

Quote from Secondary Source
  5   _____

Effect / Insight



40   _____

Notebook Requirements

Three ring binder at least ½ inch wide

Five dividers

Notebook Organization

Label the five dividers as follows:



Historical



Literary



Biblical



Popular Culture



The Arts

The historical section will be subdivided into sections for:



People



Places



Events

Although we consider references to the Bible as literary allusions, because of the extensive number of references to the Bible in other literature, Biblical allusions will be in a separate category.  The Biblical section will be subdivided into:



Old testament



New testament

Popular Culture will contain references to contemporary people, places, events, literary works, or works of are.  The Arts section will be subdivided into:



Music



Art



Theatre

Category / Subdivision


Allusion





Original Source/Context: Research the allusion.  Explain and or summarize 


the information.  Be sure to note any contextual information that may 


be necessary to the understanding of the allusion.  Staple a photocopy or printout of your research to your paper.





Source Cite: MLA format.





Quote From Secondary Source: Quote the allusion as it appears in the work


 you are reading. 





Source Cite: MLA format





Effect/Insight: Discuss the effect of the use of the allusion, and/or the insight the 


 	reader gains.  Consider why the writer chose this particular reference and


whether or not it is effective.  If you were not familiar with the allusion, 


how does knowing the source and context of the allusion increase you 


understanding?





Staple research to the back of this page.








