VALUES-BASED SYLLABUS

Pre-AP 9th Grade English

COURSE PHILOSOPHY


Teachers have always known that they are responsible for teaching more than just  subject matter.  They also teach the “truths of the heart,” the values that matter to all civilized people.  The classroom can be a bully pulpit for the teacher to inculcate some lasting truths into the hearts and minds of young people.


Americans have always been a people on a quest for self-improvement, striving to tame the wilderness of the land and space and also the wilderness of the heart.  We have always been an idealistic people bent on doing good, on helping each other and other nations.  When our country was but fledgling, Benjamin Franklin devised a list of thirteen virtues; he thought them important enough to spend one week developing each one.  And almost two hundred years later in his Nobel Prize Acceptance Speech, William Faulkner created another list of virtues.


This syllabus shows the richness available in literature for the teacher wishing to stress values in the classroom.

	 BENJAMIN FRANKLIN’S 13 VIRTUES

temperance, silence, order, resolution, frugality, industry (“Lose no time.  Be always employed in something useful.  Cut off all unnecessary actions.”), sincerity, justice, moderation, cleanliness, tranquility, chastity, humility




	WILLIAM FAULKNER’S NOBEL PRIZE ACCEPTANCE SPEECH

“…the young man or woman writing today [a student in our classroom] has forgotten the problems of the human heart in conflict with itself which alone can make good writing because only that is worth writing about, worth the agony and the sweat.  He must learn them again.  He must teach himself that the basest of all things is to be afraid: and, teaching himself that, forget it forever, leaving no room in his workshop for anything but the old verities and truths of the heart, the universal truths lacking which any story is ephemeral and doomed—love and honor and pity and pride and compassion and sacrifice.  




OBJECTIVES OF THE COURSE

Literary Analysis Objectives

Students should become aware of the patterns of a work of literature—from its themes and archetypes to sound devices to an author’s tone and point of view—they should begin to appreciate the richness and beauty of the literature people have created to express their values.

· use of imagery, patterns of imagery

· choice of details
· selection of words (diction) with denotative exactness and connotative richness

· finding patterns and contrasts in a text through annotation
· use of symbols
· use of archetypes
· use of motifs
· manipulation of point of view
· use of complex, layered themes
· use of irony, satire
· use of allusion
· shifts and multiple tones
· author’s development of tone through imagery, diction, and point of view
· linking of literary criticism to meaning in text

· analysis of author’s use of figures of speech and sound devices such as assonance, consonance, onomatopoeia, rhyme, rhythm, alliteration
· analysis of Freytag’s Pyramid (exposition, inciting incident, rising action, climax, falling action, denouement)

Language Analysis and Grammar/Syntax Objectives

All year long students will learn the effect of syntax on meaning in the text—the connection to tone and theme.  Syntax need not be intimidating to the teacher or the student.  Syntax involves the basic rules of grammar that most students have already internalized.  But it takes the skilled teacher to show students that the way an author chooses to write a sentence creates the meaning of the text.  Students must see that authors do not choose words or grammatical patterns randomly—they choose them for their rhetorical effect.

· sentence variety—anaphora, epistrophe, repetition, asyndeton, polysyndeton, ellipsis, inverted order, juxtaposition, antimetabole

· active/passive voice used correctly (with emphasis on active)

· coordination
· subordination—combining sentences using appositives, dependent clauses, verbals, absolute phrases

· parallelism
· antithetical sentences
· sentence types—loose/periodic, cumulative, declarative, interrogative, imperative, exclamatory

· persuasion/argument—argue, request, defend, challenge, qualify

Writing Objectives

The most reliable record of mental processes, personality, and intellect is the written evidence a student puts down on paper.  And often teachers find that students’ self-esteem is bound up in what they write.  Our greatest gift to students and greatest reward will be that we taught them to communicate clearly, even elegantly.  Teachers should always remember that writing is a process—often a messy process—as much as it is a final product.

We must teach students to

· write introductions that address the issue insightfully.

· use facts, quotations, and paraphrase as support for a position

· write strong and logical topic sentences and non-redundant paragraph clinchers
· write thesis statements strong enough to control the whole paper

· develop patience to carry an essay through deep/multiple revisions
· write in several modes of discourse: description, narration, exposition, persuasion
· write using original and creative forms and structure
· analyze literature, not merely summarize

· develop a distinctive voice in writing

· develop ideas quickly in timed writings
GRADE BREAKDOWN

Major Grades—60% (exams, essays, dialectical journal, projects)

Daily Grades—40% (quizzes, vocabulary, grammar/syntax exercises, short writing assignments, multiple-choice practice)

ONGOING ASSIGNMENTS

· Word Power Made Easy by Norman Lewis for vocabulary study and/or

Vocabulary for Achievement, Third Course

· AP style multiple choice practice

· Major exams on novels

· Dialectical journals

· Persuasion/argumentation

· Grammar/Syntax exercises from Sentence Composing for High School, Don Killgallon

OUTLINE OF EACH SIX WEEKS (novels studied)

	First six weeks: THE VALUE OF INDUSTRY (HARD WORK)

Second six weeks: THE VALUE OF COURAGE AND LOVE OF THE LAND

Third six weeks: THE VALUE OF INTEGRITY AND TOLERANCE

Fourth six weeks: THE VALUE OF FAITHFULNESS

Fifth six weeks: THE VALUE OF HOPE

Sixth six weeks: THE VALUE OF SACRIFICE


	ALL THE PRETTY HORSES and  excerpts from COLD MOUNTAIN

THE BEAR

TO KILL A MOCKINGBIRD

THE CHOSEN

CRY, THE BELOVED COUNTRY

A TALE OF TWO CITIES


FIRST SIX WEEKS--INDUSTRY
Reading Selections:

Novels:

 All the Pretty Horses, Cormac McCarthy

 Cold Mountain, Charles Frazier (5 chapters)

Poems:

“To Be of Use,” Marge Piercy

“Women,” Alice Walker

“Woman’s Work,” Julia Alvarez

(All three poems are found in the 9th grade Prentice-Hall textbook.

Assignments:

COLD MOUNTAIN EXCERPTS:

Chapter 2—“the ground beneath her hands”

Chapter 4—“verbs, all of them tiring”

Chapter 8—“source and root”

Chapter 10—“in place of the truth”

Chapter 14—“a satisfied mind”

Five chapters in Cold Mountain deal with Ada and Ruby.  Ada is the Southern gentlewoman schooled in Charleston in the gentle way of a cultured Southern maiden, unprepared to deal with the demands of her father’s place, unlearned in the ways of farming, agriculture, and even simple housekeeping and cooking.  Along comes a young girl, Ruby, motherless all her life and almost fatherless too.  Stobrod, her “father” abandoned her to the woods as a toddler, and she was forced to learn to survive on her own.  Wise in the ways of the land and willing to do backbreaking work like a man, Ruby teaches Ada the value and beauty of hard work.

1. passage in chapter 2 where Ada hides in the boxwood and is attacked by the rooster

· timed writing—How does Frazier use syntax, diction, imagery, and figurative language to create the tone?

· Use sentences from this passage to teach participial phrases, absolute phrases, dependent clauses, and appositives per the Killgallon book.

2. last two pages of chapter 2—Ruby’s arrival

· Contrast Ruby and Ada as shown clearly in their reactions to the rooster.

3. chapter 4—Support these statements with evidence from the novel:

· “Ruby planned to require every yard of land do its duty.”

· “Simply living had never struck Ada as such a tiresome business.”

· “The force that Ruby used to drive Ada on was this: somewhere Ada knew that anyone else she might hire would grow weary and walk away and let her fail.  Ruby would not let her fail.”

4. chapter 8

· Timed writing: Analyze the tone as developed by the diction in the paragraph beginning “When they were done, Ada felt near collapse.”  What is Ada’s attitude toward this particular work?

5. chapter 10

· Timed writing: What is the importance of Ada using her mauve (“ashes of roses”) party dress to dress the scarecrow?  What does this reveal about her attitude toward work now?

6. chapter 14

· How does the imagery create the tone in the first two paragraphs?

· Fourth paragraph beginning with “The cider…”  This paragraph sums up Ruby’s work ethic and philosophy.  Describe a job you have done or might do requiring the same work ethic and philosophy as Ruby’s.

Activities for poems:

7. “To Be of Use”

· Explain the metaphor Piercy develops in the first seven lines.

· Explain the metaphor she develops in lines 8-11.

· Write the lines that contain no figurative language, just literal language.

· Find the shift in the poem and explain its effect.

· Choose the one work in the poem that you believe best exemplifies Piercy’s attitude in this poem.  Explain.

· List the kinds of jobs Piercy might be writing about.

8. “Women”

· Divide the poem into the natural sentences.

· The poem contains both actual things the women have done and metaphors for what they have done.  Chart the two all through the poem.

· Explain the antithesis in the last five lines. (“How they knew…to the end of the poem)

9. “Woman’s Work”

· Explain the “art” metaphor and the daughter as “masterpiece.”

· What is the effect of the alliteration in line 14?

· The word “heart” occurs four times.  Why is this an important word in the poem?

· Explain the shift in the poem.

10. WRITING—All three of these poems state a certain attitude toward work.  Choose one poem and explain why that attitude best shows your own attitude toward work.  (Remember that at your age schoolwork is your work.)

Activities for All the Pretty Horses:
       11.  Create a dialectical journal charting John Grady Cole’s attitude toward work.  On the left of the chart write the work he is engaged in.  On the right chart the rhetorical devices you see in that passage.  Determine his attitude through McCarthy’s diction, imagery,  figurative language, and syntax.

	JOHN GRADY’S WORK


	diction


	imagery
	figurative language
	syntax


ATTITUDE TOWARD WORK:

(Your first entry should be from page 31, John Grady repairing the fences.)

12.  Write a fully-developed  paragraph about the symbolism in the scene where the boys cross the Rio Grande River into Mexico naked, riding their horses.

13. Timed writing: McCarthy refers to the boys, particularly John Grady, as thieves:  “like a party of marauders,” “like thieves…” “Sweeter for the larceny of time and flesh, sweeter for the betrayal.” (John Grady’s time with Alejandra)  With evidence from the novel, show how John Grady can be said to be acting like a thief.

14. Essay—Rawlins says, “A goodlookin horse is like a goodlookin woman….They’re always more trouble than what they’re worth.”  Defend, challenge, or qualify.  (Girls may substitute a goodlookin man.)

15. Show how McCarthy uses polysyndeton and gerunds to create his tone in the passage where John Grady and Rawlins are “branding, earmarking, castrating, dehorning, inoculating” cattle.

LAYING THE FOUNDATION:

First six weeks

Skills-Based Lesson Planning

VALUES-BASED SYLLABUS

Pre-AP 9th Grade English

SKILLS FOCUS (from aligned 9th grade objectives)

	Literary/Rhetorical Analysis
	Grammar/Syntax
	Writing


	· Recognize  patterns of imagery.
· Connect the author’s choice of details to meaning in the text.
· Determine the connotative meaning of words in the text.
· Practice close reading of texts and annotation of texts to discern patterns.
· Recognize symbols.
· Recognize motifs.
· Recognize the author’s manipulation of point of view.
· Connect allusions to meaning in the text.
· Recognize shifts and multiple tones.
· Recognize that an author develops tone through imagery, diction, and point of view.
· Analyze the author’s use of Freytag’s Pyramid.
	· Analyze the ways an author uses sentence variety to create meaning in the text.
· Determine how active or passive voice affects meaning.
· Achieve coordination and subordination in one’s own writing and connect it to meaning in a text.
· Analyze parallelism in texts and use it in students’ own writing.
· Analyze an author’s argument by examining rhetorical devices.
· Create an argument by defending, challenging, or qualifying a claim.
· Recognize antithetical sentences and write them correctly.
	· Write introductions that address the issue insightfully.
· Use facts, quotations, and paraphrase as support for a position.
· Write thesis statements strong enough to control the whole paper.
· Develop patience to carry an essay through deep/multiple revisions.
· Write using original and creative forms and structure.
· Analyze literature, not merely summarize.
· Develop a unique and distinctive voice in writing.
· Develop ideas quickly in timed writings.


THE VALUE OF INDUSTRY (HARD WORK)

Week 1

1. chapter 2 Cold Mountain—(Ada hides in the boxwood and is attacked by the rooster)

· Analyze the diction, imagery, and figurative language in this passage and connect to meaning in the text.

· Study participial phrases in the Killgallon text and use sentences from this passage to both identify Frazier’s participial phrases and write original sentences modeled after Frazier’s.

· Last two pages of chapter—(timed writing)  Contrast Ruby and Ada as shown in their reactions to the rooster.  

2. Study the poem “To Be of Use.”

· Explain the metaphor Piercy develops in the first seven lines and the metaphor in lines 8-11.

· Find the shift in the poem and explain its effect.

· Choose the one word in the poem that you believe best exemplifies Piercy’s attitude in this poem.  Explain.

· List the kinds of jobs Piercy might be writing about.

3. All the Pretty Horses page 5—passage beginning “In the evening he saddled his horse….”

· Analyze the author’s tone in this passage by finding patterns of the following rhetorical devices: polysyndeton, lack of punctuation, use of simple/complex sentences, similes, participles, parallelism, and number of words in sentences.

Week 2

1. chapter 4 Cold Mountain—Support these statements with evidence from the novel, using both quotations and paraphrase.

· “Ruby planned to require every yard of land do its duty.”

· “Simply living had never struck Ada as such a tiresome business.”

· “The force that Ruby used to drive Ada on was this: somewhere Ada knew that anyone else she might hire would grow weary and walk away and let her fail.  Ruby would not let her fail.”

2. Study the chapter about absolute phrases in the Killgallon book.  Find sentences in chapter 4 of Cold Mountain in which Frazier has used absolute phrases.  Write original sentences modeled after Frazier’s.

3. Analyze the poem “Woman’s Work.”

· Explain the “art” metaphor and the metaphor as the daughter as “masterpiece.”

· Analyze the effect of the alliteration in line 14.

· Look at the repetition of the word “heart.”  Why is this word important?

· Explain the shift in the poem.

4. From Cold Mountain: write a fully-developed paragraph about the symbolism in the scene where the boys cross the Rio Grande River into Mexico.

5. Timed writing: Respond to this quote from page 60: [John Grady] “lay a long time listening to the others breathing in their sleep while he contemplated the wildness about him, the wildness within.”

Week 3

1. chapter 8 Cold Mountain—timed writing—Analyze the tone as developed by the diction in the paragraph beginning, “When they were done, Ada felt near collapse.”  Analyze how Frazier shows the reader Ada’s attitude toward this particular work.

2. Study the dependent clauses chapter in the Killgallon book.  Use the same passage from Cold Mountain to analyze McCarthy’s use of dependent clauses.  Write sentences imitating McCarthy’s.

3. Analyze the poem “Women.”

· Divide the poem into sentences.

· The poem contains both actual things the women have done and metaphors for what they have done.  Chart the two all through the poem.

· Explain the antithesis in the last five lines.  (“How they knew” to the end of the poem)

4. Essay to be written out of class: Rawlins says, “A goodlookin horse is like a goodlookin woman….They’re always more trouble than what they’re worth.”  Defend, challenge, or qualify.  (Girls may substitute a goodlookin man.)

5. Analyze the boys’ attitude toward the work of breaking the horses.  The passage can be found in the first pages of Part II: “By the time they had three of the horses…”  Examine the way McCarthy uses similes, participles, and parallelism to develop his tone.

6. Analyze the tone of the passage in Part III beginning with “That night he dreamt of horses in a field….” (John Grady’s dream of horses)  Consider McCarthy’s use of polysyndeton, similes, long sentences, and parallelism.

Week 4

1. chapter 10 Cold Mountain—timed writing—What is the importance of Ada using her mauve (“ashes of roses”) party dress to dress the scarecrow?  What does this reveal about her attitude toward work now?

2. Timed writing All the Pretty Horses: McCarthy refers to the boys, particularly John Grady, as thieves in several sections of the novel: “like a party of marauders,” “like thieves…” “Sweeter for the larceny of time and flesh, sweeter for the betrayal.” (John Grady with Alejandra)  Using evidence from the novel (quotations and paraphrase) show how John Grady can be said to be acting like a thief.

3. All the Pretty Horses, from Part III: John Grady’s knifefight in the Mexican prison with the cuchillero—the paragraph beginning “The boy stubbed out the cigarette and set his cup in the tray.”  Analyze McCarthy’s unique writing style by drawing a chart to find the patterns of language in this paragraph.

Connect the words in each section of the chart to the tone McCarthy creates in this passage.

	simple sentences


	complex sentences
	polysyndeton


	similes
	literal language vs. figurative language


4. Analyze the imagery and the diction in the passage from Part IV in which John Grady cleanses the gunshot wound with the gun heated in the fire.  (two paragraphs, beginning with “The captain either did not know what he was going to do, or knowing did not believe.”)  McCarthy creates a quite graphic scene, one that students will probably always remember.  Discuss how McCarthy makes this scene so graphic, so much so that the scene in the movie seems to pale in comparison.

Week 5

1. chapter 14 Cold Mountain: timed writing—How does Frazier use imagery in the first two paragraphs to create a particular tone?

2. chapter 14 Cold Mountain: the fourth paragraph beginning with “The cider…”  This paragraph sums up Ruby’s work ethic and philosophy.  Reflective writing: describe a job you have done or might do requiring the same work ethic and philosophy as Ruby’s.

3. Practice writing the kind of essays found on the AP Language and AP Literature exams.  Use the first seven paragraphs of Cold Mountain—chapter one “the shadow of a crow.”  This is the prompt: How does Frazier use the resources of language to convey Inman’s feelings about the hospital ward?  The teacher will lead a class discussion of the patterns found in this passage.  After class discussion, the students will write an essay answering the prompt.  Students are expected to take the essay through deep and multiple revisions.  Even though the passage and the prompt approach the level of difficulty found on the AP English exams, the student should feel confident at this point finding the patterns of language in a given text and connecting those patterns to the author’s tone and meaning.  For five weeks now the students will have examined rhetorical devices in passages from All the Pretty Horses and Cold Mountain, and they should be ready to write this essay, especially since one class period will be devoted to discussing the patterns in this particular text.  Patterns to be discussed:

· narrative techniques
a. using the flies to frame the passage

b. use of flashbacks and shifts from present to past

· contrast
   a. diction referring to the hospital ward vs. diction in the flashbacks

                                 b. types of sentences used when referring to the hospital ward vs. 

types of sentences in the flashbacks

· figurative language (particularly similes)

· imagery
· syntax—use of fragments

4. Study the chapter on appositives in the Killgallon book.  Find examples of appositives in chapter 14 and write original sentences modeled after Frazier’s.

5. In All the Pretty Horses Part IV, John Grady has another dream about horses: “In his sleep he could hear the horses stepping among the rocks….”  Timed writing—Describe the tone of this passage; show how McCarthy uses imagery and diction to develop this tone.

Week 6

1. Read the first five paragraphs of All the Pretty Horses.  Analyze the following devices of language in this passage and connect to meaning:

· green and yellow imagery 

· role the setting plays in establishing the mood

· the metaphor in lines 15-16: “and a thin gray reef beginning along the eastern rim of the world”

· the simile in lines 16-17: “stood holding his hat like some supplicant to the darkness over them all”

· the simile in lines 19-20: “It came boring out of the east like some ribald satellite of the coming sun howling and bellowing in the distance”

· the effect of the repetition at the end of paragraph one

· the rhetorical effect of the fragment in the excerpt

· the rhetorical effect of the absolute phrase in paragraph five

· the rhetorical effect of the sentence structure in paragraph five

2. Timed writing: the last paragraph of All the Pretty Horses—Examine two patterns in this paragraph: the three different animals and the color imagery.  How do these patterns create the tone of this paragraph, and because it is the final paragraph, of the novel?

3. Practice answering AP-style multiple choice questions taken from five passages from Cold Mountain.  Class discussion will follow after students answer the questions. (lesson included in Teacher’s Guide)
SECOND SIX WEEKS—COURAGE AND LOVE OF THE LAND

Reading Selections:

Novel:

The Bear, William Faulkner

Speech:

William Faulkner’s Nobel Prize Acceptance Speech

Stockholm, Sweden December 10, 1950

Short Stories:

“If I Forget Thee, Oh Earth…” Arthur C. Clarke

“The Harvest,” Tomas Rivera

(both are in Prentice-Hall 9th grade text)

“The Leap,” Louise Erdrich (in Glencoe 9th grade text)

Poems:

“The Space,” Gary Soto 

“The Peace of Wild Things,” Wendell Berry

(both in Glencoe text)

Activities for The Bear

(Note: Omit the part in the novelette about slavery and Isaac’s inheritance.  Concentrate on the sections which concern hunting the bear Old Ben.)
· Create a dialectical journal for these characters: 

Isaac McCaslin

Major de Spain

General Compson

Boon Hogganbeck
Sam Fathers




Chart the actions of these characters and comment on what their actions reveal about their characters.

· Create a dialectical journal for Lion, the dog who is trained to hunt Old Ben.  Show the courageous actions of this dog and explain the literary devices Faulkner uses to portray his respect for the dog’s courage.

· Create a dialectical journal for Old Ben as a symbol.  Chart the narrator’s comments about Old Ben as well as the actions of the bear, and determine the symbolic meaning of the bear.

· Timed writing: 

Contrast the Commissary with the wilderness.

Contrast the men with Old Ben.  Pay particular attention to the language Faulkner uses to characterize both.

· Essay: Analyze how Faulkner uses rhetorical devices—particularly imagery, diction, allusions, and syntax—to convey the narrator’s attitude toward the bear and the wilderness.  Use the passage beginning “He was ten” and the next three paragraphs.  The passage should end with “old Priam reft of his old wife and having outlived all his sons.”

Activities for Faulkner’s Nobel Prize Acceptance Speech

· Annotate the rhetorical devices in the speech.  Students should be encouraged to note the following, but they should find these devices on their own:
repetition

parallelism

anaphora
antithesis

figurative language (particularly metaphors)
· Essay: How does Faulkner use the resources of language to develop his theme in his Nobel Prize Acceptance Speech?  Students will write a thesis statement that expresses Faulkner’s theme in his speech.  Students will read each other’s thesis statements and vote on the best ones.  The teacher will either read them to the class or type them up and distribute them.  The students will then write their essays, taking them through several drafts.

· Syntax study—Faulkner especially uses his trademark convoluted syntax in one sentence in this speech: “It is easy enough…”  Outline the grammatical structure of this sentence and the rhetorical devices which create a distinctively Faulknerian sentence.  Now imitate the syntax of this sentence by writing one of your own.

Activities for short stories:

· “If I Forget Thee, O Earth…”—Clarke clearly shows his attitude toward the earth in the paragraph beginning “It was beautiful…” and continuing through the next paragraph.  Determine the tone through Clarke’s use of these devices of language: metaphors, parallelism, sound devices, diction.

· “The Harvest”—Write a paragraph about the analogy Rivera develops in this short story.

· “The Leap”—Annotate these motifs as you read the work: blindness, leaps, flight, fire.  Choose any three to write an essay showing how these motifs show the mother’s courage.

Activities for  poems:

· “The Space”—Timed writing:  Show how the imagery creates the tone.
· “The Peace of Wild Things”—The poem syntactically is composed of 5 sentences.  According to the exercises in Killgallon’s book, divide each sentence up into separate grammatical parts and number each part.  Imitate the syntax of these sentences.
THIRD SIX WEEKS—INTEGRITY AND TOLERANCE

Reading selections:

Novel:

To Kill a Mockingbird, Harper Lee

Poems:

“The Ballad of Birmingham,” Dudley Randall

“Southern Cop,” Sterling A. Brown

“The Man He Killed,” Thomas Hardy

Activities for the novel:

· Annotate the novel in a dialectical journal in three sections.  Follow this theme throughout the novel (first stated in chapter 3): “You never really understand a person until you consider things from his point of view…until you climb into his skin and walk around in it.”  Show how the theme relates to the characters below in the chart.

Chapters 1-11

Chapters 12-23

Chapters 24-31

	TOLERANCE: “You never really understand a person until you consider things from his point of view…until you climb into his skin and walk around in it.”
	Walter Cunningham

Mrs. Dubose

Boo Radley

Scout and the mob


· Essay: Atticus teaches his children many lessons of character, not by lecturing them but by quietly demonstrating those traits in his day-to-day life lived out in full view of his children.  Show how Atticus teaches his children these traits: integrity and tolerance.  Use quotations from the novel and paraphrase as support.

· Place the selected quotes in context and relate to the meaning of the work as a whole:

a. “People in their right minds never take pride in their talents.”

b. “It’s a sin to kill a mockingbird.”

c. “The one thing that doesn’t abide by majority rule is a person’s conscience.”

· Note the syntactical techniques in selected passages from the novel and connect to meaning.

· Note the figurative language in selected passages from the novel and connect to meaning.

· Rewrite the scene in which Miss Gates discusses Hitler and persecution with the class.  But in your scene, Atticus is the substitute teacher.

Activities for  poems

· Read the poem “Southern Cop.”  How does Brown develop the irony in this poem?  Note the progression of the verbs, the understatement, the absence of any facts about the Negro, the focusing on Ty Kendricks rather than the victim.

· In-class writing: Jem Finch is now a grown man.  He has become a policeman and finds himself in a situation like Ty Kendricks faced.  Write a poem modeled after “Southern Cop,” with understatement and shifts in diction.  With Atticus as a father, how would Jem respond?

· Read “Ballad of Birmingham.”  Timed writing:  How would Scout respond if she were friends with the girls who were killed?

· Read “The Man He Killed.”  Connect the theme of this poem to Atticus’s philosophy of life.
FOURTH SIX WEEKS--FAITHFULNESS

Reading Selections:

Novel:

The Chosen, Chaim Potok

Short stories:

“The Gift of the Magi,” O. Henry (Prentice-Hall 9th text)

“Sweet Potato Pie,” Eugenia Collier (Prentice-Hall)

Poems:

Three sonnets by William Shakespeare:

Sonnet 29 “When in Disgrace with Fortune and Men’s Eyes”

Sonnet 30 “When to the Sessions of Sweet Silent Thought”

Sonnet 116 “Let Me Not to the Marriage of True Minds”

Activities for the novel:

· Create a dialectical journal charting these themes throughout the novel: silence, competition, doubles, scholarship/learning, faithfulness to a friend

· Research these terms relating to the novel:

Yeshiva
Hasidism
Shabbat
Zionism
Sigmund Freud

State of Israel created in 1948
· In a dialectical journal, contrast the religious with the secular throughout the book.

· Create a chart connecting the three sections of the book with the events in history occurring at that time:

	First third of novel

Middle of novel

Last third of novel
	The Allied offensive in World War II

Jewish community’s response to the Holocaust

Zionist movement to create a Jewish state in Palestine




· Retell sections of the novel from Danny’s point of view.
· Create a dialectical journal of Reuven’s character traits which reveal him to be a reliable narrator.
· Essay: Read the last paragraph in chapter 9 concerning the spider and the fly.  The passage is one paragraph beginning “I began to wander aimlessly through the rooms of the apartment.”  Analyze the struggles Danny faces and overcomes through his friendship with Reuven.  Discuss how Potok uses foreshadowing, symbolism, and irony to develop this struggle.
Activities for poems:

· Sonnet 29: The poem is basically two sentences.  Paraphrase each one.  What brings the speaker the most grief?
· Sonnet 30: The metaphors in this complex poem create the tone and lead to the concluding couplet.  Timed writing:  Explain the metaphors of “sessions,” “summon,” “canceled,” and “expense.”  What is the function of the “dear friend” in relation to the metaphors?
· Sonnet 116: Connect the structure of the poem to the poem’s argument.
· Write a sonnet expressing the faithfulness that exists between Reuven and Danny.  Use Shakespearean form—four quatrains, couplet, rhyme scheme.  Include in your poem some of the events in the novel.
Activities for short stories:

· In “The Gift of the Magi,” show how O. Henry develops a mocking tone in the voice of the narrator.  Consider such devices as diction, syntax, and figurative language.

· Timed writing: Show how Della and Jim are both wise and foolish.

· “Sweet Potato Pie”: Describe the tone of this short story.  Show how Collier develops the tone through these devices: dialogue, diction, imagery, contrast.
· Expository essay: In “Sweet Potato Pie,” Collier writes, “I suppose we all operate according to the symbols that are meaningful to us….”  Explain what you think Collier means, giving evidence from your observation, experience, or reading.
FIFTH SIX WEEKS—HOPE

Reading Selections:

Novel:

Cry, the Beloved Country, Alan Paton

Poems:

“To the Mercy Killers,” Dudley Randall

“A Noiseless Patient Spider,” Walt Whitman

“Hope is the Thing with Feathers,” Emily Dickinson

Speech:

“Glory and Hope,” Nelson Mandela

Activities for novel:

· In a dialectical journal create a character journal entry for Steven Kumalo.  Your journal must contain a minimum of 25 pieces of evidence with inferences and commentary.  Be sure your notes span the whole novel.

	Evidence
	Inference                         Commentary


· Research the following terms and names:

the “pass laws” in S. Africa
history of S. Africa
Nelson Mandela

apartheid



population shifts
class structure

Christadelphians


gold mining

diamond mining

· As you read the novel, look for four examples of satire.  Structure each response in paragraph form.  For each example include the following;

a. the quote and page number

b. the specific device used

c. the problem being satirized

d. an explanation of the satire

Refer to the introduction for an example of satire in the book.

· Research the allusion on which Absalom’s name is based.  Discuss the similarities and differences between the character and the historical figure.  What is the effect/ purpose of naming the character Absalom?

· Read the first four paragraphs of chapter one.  In your dialectical journal create two journal entries for the first two paragraphs and the last two paragraphs.  Include 6 pieces of evidence and commentary.  Adhere to the prompt below.  Provide a tone statement for each paragraph.  Conclude the journal entry with a statement about the effect of the juxtaposition of positive and negative images on the tone.

Prompt: The imagery, diction, and structure create a feeling of____________.

· Read the paragraph in chapter 9 which begins, “All roads lead to Johannesburg.”  Give a written analysis of the use of these devices:

a. parallel structure

b. repetition

c. imagery

· Explain the healing power of the land as shown in chapter 10.

· Fill in a chart with a character journal for the girl.  Include at least 6 pieces of evidence with inferences and commentary.  Based on your evidence and commentary give an overall assessment of the girl’s character.

Evidence





Inference/Commentary

· In your dialectical journal create a character journal for the older Mr. Jarvis.  Include at least 12 pieces of evidence with inferences and commentary.  Your journal must illustrate whether or not he is a dynamic character.
· Read the portion of Arthur Jarvis’s speech in chapter 20.  In a carefully reasoned essay analyze how the character of Arthur is revealed through his speech.  Consider such devices as structure, repetition, and persuasive techniques.
· Arthur Jarvis studied Abraham Lincoln’s “Gettysburg Address” and Lincoln’s “Second Inaugural Address.”  Study the texts of these speeches.  Explain why Jarvis would look to Lincoln and his speeches for inspiration.
· Essay: Kumalo says that “kindness and love can pay for pain and suffering.”  In a persuasive essay defend, challenge, or qualify this assertion.  Use evidence from your observations, experience, or reading to develop your position.
· Essay: Alternate persuasive essay: In chapter eight Msimangu says, “But there is only one thing that has power completely, and that is love.  Because when a man loves, he seeks no power, and therefore he has power.”  In a carefully reasoned essay defend, challenge, or qualify this position.  Use evidence from your observations, experience, or reading to develop your position.
· The last sentence of the book states, “But when that dawn will come, of our emancipation, from the fear of bondage and the bondage of fear, why, that is a secret.”  Based on your earlier research of apartheid in South Africa, comment on the 50 years of history that followed the end of this book.
Activities for poems:

· “To the Mercy Killers”

a. Comment on the use of the sonnet form.

b. Note the paradox that controls the poem.

c. How does the diction show the speaker’s attitude?

· “A Noiseless Patient Spider”

a. Comment on the structure—shift from concrete to abstract, literal to symbolic

b. Note the paradoxical language.

· “Hope is the Thing With Feathers”

a. Explain the metaphor.

b. Note the metrical pattern and connect to meaning.

Activity for Mandela’s speech:

Write the letter Arthur Jarvis would write to his father had he lived to hear Nelson Mandela’s speech.

SIXTH SIX WEEKS--SACRIFICE

Reading Selections:

Novel:

A Tale of Two Cities, Charles Dickens

Poems:

“To Lucasta,” Richard Lovelace

“Those Winter Sundays,” Robert Hayden

“Jerusalem,” William Blake (last stanza)

“Death Be Not Proud,” John Donne

Activities for the novel:

· As you read the novel, keep a dialectical journal charting the times you see characters displaying the trait of willingness to sacrifice.  This trait is shown not just in isolated instances but as a pattern throughout the novel.  
· Essay:  Using your dialectical journal, show how one particular character displayed this trait.  Make sure you write a strong, controlling thesis statement and show how this trait forms the basis of this character’s actions and beliefs.
· Analyze the syntax of the paragraph in the chapter “The Preparation,” beginning with “Very orderly and methodical he looked, with a hand on each knee, and a loud watch ticking a sonorous sermon under his flapped waistcoat…”  (lesson included)
· Analyzing an argument: Write a one/two page response on the rhetorical devices which create a persuasive argument in the first sentence of the novel: “It was the best of times….”  Particularly note Dickens’s use of repetition, metaphors, parallelism, and antithesis.

· Creating an argument: Charles Dickens wrote the opening sentence of A Tale of Two Cities to describe a certain time in history, the French Revolution and the parallel events in England.  Using Dickens’s words and ideas, describe the time you live in referring to each phrase Dickens used.  The passage contains fourteen phrases made up of seven pairs of opposing ideas.  Your essay will contain, then, nine paragraphs: introduction, 7 body paragraphs for each pair of phrases, and conclusion.  Your task is to persuade the reader that the times you now live in embody all these opposing ideas.

· Explain how Dickens creates the irony in chapter 7 “Monseigneur in Town.”  Look at the section in which Monseigneur is taking his chocolate.  In noting irony, look at diction, repetition, figurative language.  What is the rhetorical effect of the parallelism in the sentence beginning “Then, what submission…”?

· In the chapter “The Fellow of Delicacy” and the chapter “The Fellow of No Delicacy,” how does Dickens use contrast to create irony?  What is Dickens’s tone toward Mr. Stryver and Carton?

· In the chapter “The Honest Tradesman,” Dickens develops an extended metaphor of Cruncher being a fisherman when in fact he is robbing graves.  List the similarities between fishing and grave-robbing.

· From the chapter “Still Knitting”: Determine the rhetorical effect of the repetition in this sentence: “So much was closing in about the women who sat knitting, knitting, that they their very selves were closing in around a structure yet unbuilt, where they were to sit knitting, knitting, counting dropping heads.”  Write a paragraph explaining the rhetorical effect produced by the parallelism and repetition.

· Copy the syntax of the first sentence of the novel.  Then write your own sentence, following this pattern.

Activities for poems:

· “Those Winter Sundays”—note these elements:
a. connection of form/structure to meaning

b. pattern of imagery
c. sound devices
d. personification (3 examples)
e. syntax—the effect of the short sentence “No one ever thanked him.” and the repetition of “What did I know?”  Why does the first complete sentence span almost 5 lines?
f. contrasts: cold vs. warm, caring vs. indifference
g. point of view: Has time changed the speaker’s perspective?
Recount a time in your life when someone sacrificed for you.  Use and label these grammatical structures in your writing: 2 appositives, 2 participial phrases, 3 dependent clauses, 1 simple sentence, 1 compound, 1 complex, 1 compound/complex.

· “To Lucasta”
a. Rewrite each stanza in straightforward, not inverted syntax.

b. Note the effect of the parallelism.
c. Note the personification and its effect on the reader.
d. Is “a sword, a horse, a shield” an example of metonymy?
e. Explain the antithesis in the last two lines.
f. Paraphrase the poem in one paragraph.
· “Death Be Not Proud”
a. Explain the paradox in a paragraph.

b. Explain the effect of the extended apostrophe.
c. Paraphrase the poem.
d. On his way to the guillotine, Sydney Carton utters words in prose which echo John Donne’s sentiments in poetry.  Put Carton’s words in the form of a poem.  Decide on the length of your lines, whether you want free verse or not, whether you want to change Carton’s words to rhyme, how much imagery and figurative language you want to add, etc.
· Last stanza of “Jerusalem”:
“I will not cease from Mental Fight,

Nor shall my Sword sleep in my hand

Till we have built Jerusalem

In England’s [France’s] green and pleasant land.”

Timed writing:  Apply these verses to the following characters:

1. Madame Defarge (who would certainly interpret them differently from the way Blake intended)
2. Sydney Carton
3. Charles Darnay
