Pre-AP Ninth Grade

Persuasion and Argumentation Lessons

A Tale of Two Cities

Lesson Objectives (combined for lessons 1 and 2)

Students will

· analyze how an author uses rhetorical devices such as repetition, metaphors, parallelism, and antithesis to create a persuasive argument.

· write a persuasive essay about their time being the “best of times” and the “worst of times.”

· include the rhetorical devices of repetition, metaphors, parallelism, and antithesis in their persuasive essay and label them.

· copy the organization of the opening lines of A Tale of Two Cities in their essay.

First lesson--  Analyzing an Argument

Students will read and note the rhetorical devices which help create a persuasive argument in the first few lines of the novel:

It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, it was the age of wisdom, it was the age of foolishness, it was the epoch of belief, it was the epoch of incredulity, it was the season of Light, it was the season of Darkness, it was the spring of hope, it was the winter of despair, we had everything before us, we had nothing before us, we were all going direct to Heaven, we were all going direct the other way—

(Rhetoric is language which accomplishes its desired purpose, and that purpose in persuasion is to persuade the audience.)

Dickens uses at least four rhetorical devices to create a persuasive argument that the age of the French Revolution was one of turmoil:

· repetition

· metaphors

· parallelism

· antithesis

Students will annotate the rhetorical devices in the passage.  Then they will analyze how Dickens creates a persuasive argument by using these devices.

Second lesson--  Creating an Argument

Charles Dickens wrote the opening words of A Tale of Two Cities to describe a certain time in history, the French Revolution and the parallel events in England.  Using his words and ideas, and incorporating examples of repetition, metaphors, parallelism, and antithesis, describe your own time as “the best of times…the worst of times…”  Refer to our own times—now in 2002—referring to each phrase of Dickens’s.  The passage contains fourteen phrases made up of seven pairs of opposing ideas.  Your essay will contain nine paragraphs:

· introduction

· paragraph for each pair of phrases (7)

· conclusion

Refer to general observation or evidence taken from your experiences or your reading to develop your persuasive essay.  Your task is to persuade the reader that the times you now live in embody all these opposing ideas.

