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NINTH GRADE MULTIPLE CHOICE EXAM

(The Lives of a Cell:  Notes of a Biology Watcher Passage)

1.
The words “in a one-colony show” (line 2) demonstrate effective use of

A.
imagery based upon the first American colonies 

B.
archetypes to demonstrate the contrasting performances

C.
satire to criticize the single “colony” that is involved   

D.
word play with the words “one-man show”

E.
symbolism involving a life-style that is visible to all


2.
With the words “ropy patterns, extended like writhing limbs” (line 7), the author employs

A.
simile 

B.
metaphor

C.
metonymy

D.
apostrophe

E.
synecdoche







3.
In the context of the passage, the hyphenated word “winter-carapaced” (line 9) means

A.
slow moving


B.
cold hearted

C.
heavy and warm clothing


D.
wool hats and scarves

E.
snow covered people 






4.
The tone of the opening two sentences of the passage is one that is

A.
harsh 

B.
cynical

C.
soothing

D.
aggressive

E.
informative







5.
That the creator of the display has taken great care to organize the exhibit is best evident in the words

A.
 “a one-colony show entitled ‘Patterns and Structures’” (line 1)

B. 
“They were displayed on sand in a huge square bin” (lines 2 - 3)

C.
“plastic sides high enough to prevent them from crawling over” (lines 3 - 4)

D.
“arranged and rearranged the location of food sources in different places” (line 5) 

E.
“they formed themselves into long, black, ropy patterns” (lines 6 - 7) 

6.
Personification is evident in the words

A.
“2 million live army ants” (line 1)

B.
“a one-colony show” (line 2)

C.
“crawling over and out” (line 4)


D.
“writhing limbs, hands, fingers” (line 7)

E.
“crescents, crisscrosses, and long ellipses” (lines 7 - 8) 


7.
In the last sentence of paragraph one, the author employs

A.
an extended metaphor

B.
a lengthy understatement

C.
an extended simile

D.
a witty hyperbole

E.
a complex apostrophe





8.
With the words “The ants were, together with the New Yorkers, an abstraction, a live mobile, an action painting” (lines 10 -11), the author shows the

A.
differences between the two species of people and ants

B.
similarities between the people and various works of art

C.
differences between the ants and various works of art

D.
similarities between the people and ants to various works of art

E.
differences between the people and ants to various works of art 

9.
The first sentence of paragraph two contains

A.
a change in motifs


B.
a shift in point of view

C.
a revelation of the theme

D.
an allusion to history

E.
an ironic flashback





10.
The main purpose of paragraph two of the passage is to

A.
illustrate the superior nature of human beings 

B.
show the inferior nature of human beings

C.
reveal the curiosity of human nature

D.
demonstrate the complexity of the ants

E.
portray the similarity of humans and ants


11. 
Parallelism is evident in the words

A.
“exhibited a collection” (line 1)

B.
“they were watched with intensity” (lines 8 - 9)

C.
“an action painting” (line 11)

D.
“moving around the edges” (line 13)

E.
“touching hands, exchanging bits” (line 14)  



12.
In the context of the passage, the word “mitochondria” (line 16) means

A.
emotions

B.
bodies

C.
habits

D.
needs

E.
cells







13.
The point of view of the passage changes with the words

A.
“The inventor of the work, Alan Sonfist” (lines 4 - 5)

B.
“The ants were, together with the New Yorkers, an abstraction” (lines 10-11)

C.
“I can imagine the people moving around the edges” (line 13)

D.
“New Yorkers always are to take flight at a moment’s notice” (lines 15-16)

E.
“They might have dropped here from another planet” (lines 20-21) 

14.
The main theme of the passage is that

A.
art exhibits are fascinating for people

B.
ants and humans are marvelous and similar

C.
humans are somewhat different from other living creatures

D.
ants and humans are often very creative

E.
humans attend art exhibits unwillingly



15.
This passage is composed of 

A.
more loose than periodic sentences

B.
more periodic than loose sentences

C.
loose sentences only

D.
periodic sentences only

E.
relatively equal numbers of loose and periodic sentences


16.
The author provides details in the passage through the use of

A.
imperative sentences

B.
cumulative sentences

C.
exclamatory sentences

D.
simple sentences

E.
antithetical sentences





17.
The tone in the final two sentences of the passage is one of

A.
amazement and disgust

B.
confidence and regret

C.
amazement and awe

D.
regret and wonder

E.
wonder and confidence

