Close Reading, Stylistic Analysis

To Kill a Mockingbird

Pre-AP Ninth Grade

The first chapter of a novel often sets the stage and introduces the themes of the whole work.  By carefully reading the first chapter of Harper Lee’s To Kill a Mockingbird, students can discern patterns of meaning in the work and practice close reading and analytical skills.

These lessons offer objectives and activities for seven different areas:

· point of view (perspective)

· character development

· diction (euphemisms and humor)

· syntax (repetition, parallelism)

· figurative language (irony, metaphor, simile, personification)

· allusions

· vocabulary

Overall Objectives (objectives for each lesson are included with that lesson)

The student will

· read the first chapter of a work and determine themes and rhetorical patterns in that work.

· practice close reading and annotation skills.

POINT OF VIEW (PERSPECTIVE)

Lesson Objectives

The student will

· explain the point of view (from whose perspective the story is told) and determine the factors that distinguish a child’s from an adult’s point of view:

humor

irony

repetition

euphemism

allusion

· practice close reading skills.

Scout gives a good definition of point of view in the second paragraph of the novel: “When enough years had gone by to enable us to look back on them…”  The novel is narrated by an adult Scout, told as if the events were happening to her as she was “almost six.”  Students should be able to distinguish between the adult Scout’s point of view and the sections which are from a child’s perspective—either Scout’s, Jem’s, or Dill’s.  The first chapter of the novel firmly establishes these perspectives.  

The first four or so pages of the novel are written from an adult point of view.  Students should be able to explain how they know this.  Students will give examples of the following devices and explain how each one shows Scout to be an adult and not a child.

· humor

· irony

· skillful use of repetition

· euphemisms

· allusions

Then the students should look at the following sections of the first chapter and explain, either in discussion or writing, how Harper Lee makes it clear that we are looking through a child’s eyes.

· Jem’s opinion of Boo Radley: “Boo was about six-and-a-half feet tall…he dined on raw squirrels…his hands were bloodstained….”

· Jem’s response to Dill’s dare to touch the Radley house

· Scout’s taunting of her brother to touch the Radley house

CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT—Boo and Mr. Radley

Lesson Objectives

The student will

· practice close reading skills.

· determine the ways an author develops a complex character.

· determine the ways an author develops a stereotyped, or flat, character.

In class discussion, students will share details from the novel which reveal the character of one of the more complex characters, Dill, and one of the more stereotypical characters, Mr. Radley.

Dill

· “I’m little but I’m old.”

· won a beautiful child contest

· unsettled home life

· fancy dresser

· plays all the character parts Scout used to play

· “Thus we came to know Dill as a pocket Merlin, whose head teemed with eccentric plans, strange longings, and quaint fancies.”

· fascinated by the Radley place

Mr. Radley

· thought it a disgrace for his son to be sent to industrial school

· had Boo locked up for fifteen years

· allowed Boo to be locked in the courthouse basement

· Atticus says Mr. Radley made “people into ghosts.”

· never spoke to neighbors, only coughed

· Calpurnia says of him: “meanest man ever God blew breath into”

· Miss Stephanie Crawford says “he was so upright he took the word of God as his only law.”

DICTION (EMPHEMISM, HUMOR)

Lesson Objectives

The student will

· practice close reading skills.

· identify euphemisms.

· determine the elements which create humor in a novel.

Identify each quote as either a euphemism or an example of humor.  If humor, explain the elements that create the humor.

· “disturbance between the North and the South”

· “but they were Haverford’s, in Maycomb a name synonymous with jackass”

· “the-son-of-a-bitch-had-it-coming-to-him was a good enough defense for anybody”

· Dill says, “I’m little, but I’m old.”

· Mr. Radley ‘”bought cotton,’ a polite term for doing nothing.”

· Boo was locked in the “courthouse outhouse.”

· One of Boo’s teenage charges by the law was using profanity in the “presence and hearing of a female.”  The law officer, Mr. Conner, said this charge was added because the boys “cussed so loud he was sure every lady in Maycomb heard them.”

· Jem refuses to accept Jem’s dare to make Boo come out because he “had his little sister to think of.”

· Dill says that when Boo does come out of his house “Scout’n me’ll jump on him and hold him down….”

· Jem decided to take the dare when Scout “sneered at him.”

SYNTAX (REPETITION, PARALLELISM)

Lesson Objectives

The student will

· practice close reading strategies.

· identify the technique of repetition and link to meaning in the novel.

· identify the technique of parallelism and link to meaning in the novel.

repetition: “Maycomb was an old town, but it was a tired old town when I first knew it.”

parallelism: “…ladies wore corsets, men wore coats, children wore shoes.”

Students should find several more examples of repetition and parallelism and explain why Harper Lee chose to use these devices, in other words, how the device is related to meaning in the novel.  A possible answer for the example of parallelism above might be that the tightly controlled, three-word independent clauses mirror the restraint and control people expected of each other in a small Southern town in the ‘40’s.

FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE

Lesson Objectives

The student will

· practice close reading strategies.

· identify irony and link to meaning in the novel.

· identify metaphor and link to meaning in the novel.

· identify similes and link to meaning in the novel.

· identify personification and link to meaning in the novel.

Identify each of the following examples as irony, metaphor, simile, or personification.  Discuss with the class how each figure of speech connects to meaning in the text.

· As a new lawyer, Atticus’s first two clients “were the last two persons hanged in the Maycomb County jail.” [connection to meaning: the irony underscores the fact that Atticus is not out to make money practicing law but to help people, but even his efforts could not always avail in this Southern town. We are reminded of the sacrifices Atticus made so his brother could attend medical school, and when he finally begins his law practice, his first two clients are hanged.  It’s almost humorous that all his effort should end this grisly way; this is Scout’s wry voice.]

· At night the women of Maycomb “were like soft teacakes with frostings of sweat and sweet talcum.”

· Calpurnia was “all angles and bones.”

· A picket fense “drunkenly guarded the front yard.”

· “Inside the house lived a malevolent phantom.”

· “…tall pecan trees shook their fruit into the schoolyard….”

· “Besides, Boo could not live forever on the bounty of the county.”

· “People said the house died.”

· “The old house was the same, droopy and sick….”

· “Mrs. Dubose was plain hell.”

ALLUSIONS

Lesson Objectives

The student will

· practice close reading strategies.

· identify the allusions in passages.

· explain the source and meaning of the allusion and its connection to the novel.

Identify the source of the allusion and details of the allusion.  Explain the effect of using this particular allusion.

· “Maycomb County had recently been told that it had nothing to fear but fear itself.”

· “Thus we came to know Dill as a pocket Merlin….”

VOCABULARY

Lesson Objectives

The student will

· determine the meaning of an unfamiliar word from context.

· determine the denotative and connotative meaning of unfamiliar words.

The best way for students to learn vocabulary is to learn the unfamiliar words in the texts they are reading.  There is no substitute or shortcut for using a dictionary, though, and students should look up these ten words and write down the definition.  Teachers should have them first try to determine the meaning from context.  The words are listed in the order in which they appear in the first chapter.  

· assuaged
· apothecary
· piety
· taciturn
· vapid
· morbid
· nocturnal
· predilection
· flivver
· beadle
After the students have defined the words in context and looked them up in the dictionary, they can answer these questions:

1. Which of the Finches was an apothecary?

2. Why does Miss Stephanie Crawford think Mr. Radley is a man of piety?

3. Name the most taciturn character in the first chapter and offer support from the text.

4. Make up a vapid comment that Scout could make after Jem accepts the dare and touches the Radley house.  Be sure to use quotation marks.

5. Who is reputed to be morbid?  Offer support from the text.

6. Use the word nocturnal in a sentence about Boo Radley.

7. What does Dill have a predilection for?

8. When would one use a flivver?

9. What is the job of the beadle in the novel?

