Ninth Grade Persuasive Lessons

ANALYZING A PERSUASIVE ARGUMENT

Objectives:
· The student will analyze the elements of argumentation in a given passage.

· The student will determine the persuasive effect of thirteen different rhetorical strategies in a given passasge.

The text is Act III, scene iv of Romeo and Juliet.  In grief and despair over his banishment, Romeo tries to stab himself, and the Nurse snatches away the dagger.  The Friar then addresses Romeo:

(An example of each type of rhetorical device is noted in the margin.)




Hold thy desperate hand.

Are thou a man?  Thy form cries out thou art;

rhetorical question

Thy tears are womanish, thy wild acts denote

The unreasonable fury of a beast.



metaphor
Unseemly woman in a seeming man!



repetition

And ill-beseeming beast in seeming both!

Thou hast amazed me.  By my holy order,

I thought thy disposition better tempered.

Hast thou slain Tybalt?  Wilt thou slay thyself?

And slay thy lady that in thy life lives,

By doing damned hate upon thyself?

Why railest thou on thy birth, the heaven, and earth?
parallelism

Since birth and heaven and earth, all three do meet

polysyndeton

In thee at once; which thou at once wouldst lose.

Fie, fie, thou shamest thy shape, thy love, thy wit,

asyndeton

Which, like a usurer, abound’st in all,


simile

And usest none in that true use indeed

Which should bedeck thy shape, thy love, thy wit.

Thy noble shape is but a form of wax,

Digressing from the valor of a man;

Thy dear love sworn but hollow perjury,

Killing that love which thou hast vowed to cherish;

Thy wit, that ornament to shape and love,

Misshapen in the conduct of them both,

Like powder in a skilless soldier’s flask,


analogy
Is set afire by thine own ignorance,

And thou dismemb’red with thine own defense.

alliteration

What, rouse thee, man!  Thy Juliet is alive,

For whose dear sake thou wast but lately dead.

There art thou happy.  Tybalt would kill thee,

epistrophe

But thou slewest Tybalt.  There art thou happy.

antithesis, inversion
The law, that threat’ned death, becomes thy friend

And turns it into exile.  There art thou happy.

A pack of blessings light upon thy back;

Happiness courts thee in her best array;


personification

But, like a misbehaved and sullen wench,

Thou puts up thy fortune and thy love.

Take heed, take heed, for such die miserable.

Note the rhetorical devices all through the poem: 
· rhetorical question
· metaphor
· repetition
· parallelism
· polysyndeton
· simile
· asyndeton
· analogy
· alliteration
· epistrophe
· antithesis
· inversion
· personification
(These rhetorical devices are defined in these sections of the Teacher’s Guide: Sentence Structure, Advanced Syntax Techniques, and Literary Terms.

Show how Shakespeare uses these rhetorical devices to create a speech which persuades Romeo to reconsider his rash deed.

CREATING AN ARGUMENT

Objectives:

· The student will write in persuasive mode, using these strategies: argue, request, defend, challenge, qualify.

· The student will use several rhetorical strategies in his letter or essay to increase his persuasiveness.

A teacher may use the Friar’s persuasive speech to provide a pattern for several different types of persuasive writing.  The teacher can determine how many of the thirteen rhetorical devices listed above the students need to include in their writing. 

LETTERS

· Write a letter to a friend persuading him/her to NOT do something harmful that he/she was considering.

· Write a letter to a school board member urging him/her to revise the dress code.

· Write a letter to a parent persuading your mother or father that you need a new vehicle.

ESSAYS (either out of class or as timed writings in class)

· Is it possible for a thirteen-year-old girl and a boy not much older to find true love?

· Should parents have any say in one’s choice of a spouse?

· Do you agree with this statement: “’Tis better to have loved and lost than never to have loved at all”?

