Pre-AP Ninth Grade Lesson

Research for Elie Wiesel’s Night

The autobiographical memoir Night concerns the experiences of a man who with his family endured several concentration camps during World War II.  Of all the members of his family, Wiesel alone lived to share his experiences in the camps and the horrors of the Holocaust.  The book is a powerful testimony to the atrocities humans can commit against each other, but more importantly, the book is a witness to humanity that such atrocities never be allowed to happen again.  Further, it is a witness to the ability of the human spirit to triumph over unspeakable suffering.  

The book speaks powerfully, yet simply, of one man’s experience.  Reading the book with no background knowledge of Wiesel’s religious beliefs or of the Holocaust will indeed affect students powerfully.  But to completely understand Wiesel’s message, students must enter into the dark world of the events of Nazi Germany.  Students must also understand some aspects of Judaism to fully comprehend what happened to millions  of Jews.

Lesson Objectives

The student will

· use the Internet to access information.

· evaluate sources for use in research.

· practice ethical research methods.

· generate and organize ideas for a research paper.

· write at least two drafts of a research paper.

· organize the paper logically.

· incorporate evidence and research correctly and elegantly.

· revise for unity, concision, content, precise diction, sentence variety, and organization.

· edit for sentence structure, grammar, and mechanics.

These websites offer lesson plans and curricula for teachers:

· www.holocaust-trc.org/home.htm
· http://fcit.coedu.usf.edu/holocaust/people/people.htm
These websites contain general knowledge about the Holocaust:

· http://www.newseum.org/holocaust/
This website offers information based on a TV documentary about the Holocaust.  Students can view the trailer and the script of the documentary.

· http://www.remember.org/
This website offers art, photos, poems, and facts about survivors of the Holocaust.

· http://www.ushmm.org/
This website offers information about the United States Holocaust Memorial.  The student can access quite graphic photographs of the concentration camps.

· http://melrc.com/holocaust.html
This comprehensive website offers the following categories:

1. Virtual memorial to the victims of Kristallnacht

2. Cybrary of the Holocaust—on-line collection of resources

3. An Auschwitz Alphabet—significant facts of life and death at the concentration camp

4. The Anne Frank House

5. Holocaust Pictures Exhibition—warning: graphic scenes
6. L’Chaim: A Holocaust Web Project—(sometimes unavailable) virtual tour of Dachau, features the writings of Elie Wiesel and Anne Frank

7. For teachers:  Teaching the Holocaust—on-line catalog of Holocaust-related teaching materials: books, videos, posters, CD-ROM’s

In addition to researching the Holocaust, students should be familiar with these places, people, and events mentioned in the book:

The Final Solution
anti-Semitism

Passover

Auschwitz


Buna


Buchenwald

Fascism


ghetto


the Kaddish

Yom Kippur

cabbala

Zohar

Talmud


SS


Dr. Mengele

The Kapo


Baruch


Angle of Death (Jewish tradition)

Babylonian exile

Eternal Flame

Hasidism

Numerology

the book of Job
phylactery

Zionism





Akedah—The Binding of Isaac

Students will conduct research for one of the following projects:

· Research the political, economic, and cultural forces in Germany that produced a distrust and later hatred of the Jewish people.  The websites offer sources such as books, tapes, articles, and television shows.  One  book is Daniel Jonah Goldhagen’s Hitler’s Willing Executioners: Ordinary Germans and the Holocaust.
· Elie Wiesel’s first title for Night was And the World Remained Silent.  Research the actions (or lack thereof) that various countries and groups engaged in toward the persecution of the Jews before World War II and during World War II.  Also chronicle any attempts countries and groups (such as churches) have made to rectify their tardy reaction to the atrocities committed against the Jews.

· During the Holocaust, the Nazis dehumanized the Jews by taking Jewish religious beliefs and torturing Jews with these very beliefs.  Research these Jewish beliefs and explain how the Nazis accomplished their persecution and dehumanization in accordance with the following Jewish beliefs:

1. Leviticus 19:29 states, “You shall not make gashes in your flesh…or incise any marks on yourselves; I am the Lord.”

2. The Levitical priests in the Old Testament were banned from shaving or cutting their hair.

3. In the Jewish temple, a light is always lit—the “Eternal Flame.”  Solomon’s first temple always had a fire burning to symbolize God’s presence and according to a scholar “the eternal watchfulness and providence of God over His people.”

4. Genesis chapter 22 contains the story of Abraham offering up his son Isaac to God and God staying Abraham’s hand at the last moment.  The Jewish people call this story the Akedah—The Binding of Isaac.  God the Father intervenes to stop the earthly father from taking the life of His son.

EVALUATION

Working bibliography—source cards  (daily grade)

· Create a source card for each source.

· Follow the MLA guidelines for citing each source.  Correct usage of punctuation and indention is critical.

· Write a sentence which describes the contents and possible usefulness of the source.

Annotated bibliography—Works Cited page (daily grade)

· The sources will be alphabetized and typed into the format of an annotated bibliography.

· The Works Cited page must contain a minimum of 6 sources.

· All sources cited from Online Databases (Internet) must contain the electronic address used to access the document.

Note cards (daily grade)

· Students must have at least 30 note cards.

· The note cards may contain direct quotes or summaries of information. 

· Each note card must contain source information.

· Each note card must have a slug (title) which describes the information on the card.

· Each each should contain only one piece of information.

Evaluation of research paper:

Source card for each source:

1     2     3     4     5

MLA guidelines followed:

1     2     3      4     5

Correctly written Works Cited page:

1     2     3     4     5

Note cards properly formatted:

1     2     3     4     5

Plagiarism avoided:

1     2     3     4     5

Valid evidence used in a logical way:

1     2     3     4     5

Introduction contains a convincing thesis:

1     2     3     4     5

Research used cogently in each body paragraph:

1     2     3     4     5

Quotations and summaries seamlessly fused with writer’s commentary:

1     2     3     4     5

