Pre-AP Ninth Grade Lesson

Sentence Composing for High School, Don Killgallon.

Lesson Objectives:

The student will identify and use the following grammatical constructions in original sentences:

· dependent clauses

· appositives

· absolute phrases

· participial phrases

· prepositional phrases

The student will imitate the syntactical order of sentences taken from the novel To Kill a Mockingbird.
The student will demonstrate an understanding of the effect the syntax has on the meaning of the sentence.

The student will write more elegant, complex sentences as a result of imitating the grammatical order and syntax of sentences written by professional authors.


Resources Needed:

Sentence Composing for High School, Don Killgallon

To Kill a Mockingbird, Harper Lee

Description of Assignment and Completion Guidelines

The student will first study representative sentences in the Killgallon book.  Examples will be given of sentences containing participial phrases, absolute phrases, dependent clauses, appositives, and prepositional phrases.  The student will learn Killgallon’s four sentence composing techniques:

· sentence unscrambling
· sentence imitating
· sentence combining

· sentence expanding

Then the student will use these same techniques with sentences from the novel To Kill a Mockingbird.

(Note to teachers:  Teachers should not show the original sentence to students until they have completed the exercises.)

DEPENDENT CLAUSE
 Sentence from novel:
“Its windows were merely open spaces in the walls, which in the summertime were covered with greasy strips of cheesecloth to keep out the varmints that feasted on Maycomb’s refuse.”

Unscrambling

a. were merely open spaces in the walls

b. to keep out the varmints

c. that feasted on Maycomb’s refuse

d. its windows

e. which in the summertime were covered with greasy strips of cheesecloth

Imitating

Imitate the syntactical form of the sentence, making all of your sentence parts the same as the model sentence.

Combining

a. Its windows were merely open spaces in the wall.

b. In the summertime these walls were covered with greasy strips of cheesecloth to keep out the varmints.

c. These varmints feasted on Maycomb’s refuse.

Expanding
(Add whatever dependent clause seems appropriate after the slash mark.)

“Shoot all the bluejays you want, / , but remember it’s a sin to kill a mockingbird.”

APPOSITIVE

Sentence from novel:

“Miss Maudie was the daughter of a neighboring landowner, Dr. Frank Buford.”

Unscrambling

a. of a neighboring landowner

b. Miss Maudie

c. Dr. Frank Buford

d. was the daughter

Imitating

Imitate the syntactical form of the sentence, making all of your sentence parts the same as the model sentence.

Combining

a. This is about Miss Maudie.

b. She was the daughter of a neighboring landowner.

c. His name is Dr. Frank Buford.

Expanding

(Add whatever appositive seems appropriate after the slash mark.)

“Atticus reached out and massaged Jem’s hair, /.

ABSOLUTE PHRASE

Sentence from novel:

“Bit by bit the dead cigar would disappear, to reappear some hours later as a flat slick mess, its essence extracted and mingling with Judge Taylor’s digestive juices.”

Unscrambling

a. bit by bit the dead cigar would disappear

b. as a flat slick mass

c. its essence extracted and mingling

d. to reappear some hours later

e. with Judge Taylor’s digestive juices

Imitating

Imitate the syntactical order of the original sentence from the novel.

Combining

a. Bit by bit the dead cigar would disappear, to reappear some hours later as a flat slick mess.

b. Its essence was extracted and was mingling with Judge Taylor’s digestive juices.

Expanding

At the slash mark, add an absolute phrase.  Add whatever seems appropriate.

“The cabin’s plank walls were supplemented with sheets of corrugated iron, / , so only so its general shape suggested its original design….

PARTICIPIAL PHRASE

Sentence from novel:

“In the frosty December dusk, their cabins looked neat and snug with pale blue smoke rising from the chimneys and doorways glowing amber from the fires inside.”

Unscrambling

a. their cabins looked neat and snug with pale blue smoke

b. and doorways glowing amber from the fires inside

c. in the frosty December dusk

d. rising from the chimneys

Imitating

Imitate the syntactical order of the original sentence from the novel.

Combining

a. In the frosty December dusk, their cabins looked neat and snug with pale blue smoke

b. The smoke was rising from the chimneys.

c. The doorways were glowing amber from the fires inside.

Expanding

At the slash mark, add a participial phrase that seems appropriate.

“Judge Taylor was on the  bench, / .”

PREPOSITIONAL PHRASE

All of the sentences taken from the novel contain at least one prepositional phrase.  Here is an example of one sentence taken through the steps above: unscrambling, imitating, combining, expanding.

“In the frosty December dusk, their cabins looked neat and snug with pale blue smoke

rising from the chimneys and doorways glowing amber from the fires inside.”

Unscrambling

a. their cabins looked neat and snug

b. rising from the chimneys and doorways glowing amber

c. with pale blue smoke

d. in the frosty December dusk

e. from the fires inside

Imitating

Imitate the syntactical structure of this sentence.  As a challenge, imitate the participial phrases AND the prepositional phrases.

Combining

a. It was a frosty December dusk.

b. Their cabins looked neat and snug.

c. The cabins had pale blue smoke rising from the chimneys.

d. The cabins had doorways glowing amber from the fires inside.

Expanding

Add appropriate prepositional phrases at the slash marks.

“/ he had turned happy picknickers / being slowly hypnotized / lessening in intensity until the only sound / was a dim pink-pink-pink; the judge might have been rapping the bench /.”

