Ninth Lesson

Parallelism, antithesis, triad/tricolon

Rhetorical patterns and their connection to meaning

OBJECTIVES

Writing:

The student will

· refer to images and details in the text.

· analyze the effect of the author’s use of language patterns.

· edit to eliminate superficial, empty, or unnecessary language.

· analyze the effectiveness of rhetorical devices in a given passage.

· identify the writer’s purpose through a written analysis of grammatical structures in a passage.

· exhibit mastery of the techniques and conventions of written English in a polished and practiced manner.

Reading:

The student will

· compile a large vocabulary of the language pertaining to literary analysis through both formal study of terms and exposure to expert practice and analysis of rhetoric.

· practice close reading of texts to discover layered meanings.

· recognize the persuasive effect of different elements such as parallelism, antithesis, and tricolon.

· move beyond personal reader response to objective analysis.

· understand the historical and cultural milieu of important authors.

· apply both inductive and deductive critical thinking to the reading of texts.

· recognize and analyze the power of syntax to affect meaning.

· analyze the author’s use of argumentation techniques.

· identify the author’s bias and purpose.

· assess the author’s credibility.

· mark, highlight, and annotate a text in order to discern patterns and relationships.

Texts: excerpts from Presidential and political speeches

· President George W. Bush

· Abraham Lincoln

· John F. Kennedy

· Franklin D. Roosevelt

· Patrick Henry

One method of analyzing a text is to find both patterns and contrasts.  One type of pattern in language is called parallelism.  The term refers to a grammatical or structural similarity between sentences or parts of a sentence.  Antithesis involves a direct contrast of structurally parallel word groupings for the purpose of contrast.  Triad or tricolon refers to a particular type of parallelism in which the words or phrases appear in groups of three.

The address of President Bush to the joint session of Congress September 20, 2001 is structured around these patterns and contrasts.

For Your Information: One striking form of antithesis is called antimetabole, sometimes called chiasmus, in which phrases or clauses are reversed.  John F. Kennedy’s “Ask not what your country can do for you but what you can do for your country” is perhaps the best-known.

· “Whether we bring our enemies to justice, or bring justice to our enemies, justice will be done.”

· “But this country will define our times, not be defined by them.”

ANTITHESIS

· “They will hand over the terrorists, or they will share in their fate.”

· “These terrorists kill not merely to end lives, but to disrupt and end a way of life.”

· “They stand against us, because we stand in their way.”

· “Americans should not expect one battle, but a lengthy campaign.”

· “It may include dramatic strikes, visible on television, and covert operations, secret even in success.”

· “Either you are with us, or you are with the terrorists.”

· “This will not be an age of terror; this will be an age of liberty, here and across the world.”

· “Freedom and fear, justice and cruelty, have always been at war, and we know that God is not neutral between them.”

Most Pre-AP students, even in sixth grade, can find the contrasts in a text or speech or song.  But our purpose should extend far beyond merely identifying an element.  We should cause students to become more sensitive to the so what? question.  Any rhetorical pattern or contrast must be directly linked to the author’s or speaker’s purpose.  In the case of this speech, the last quote seems to sum up the purpose for using contrast: throughout this speech, the President is showing Americans that we stand opposed to terrorism, that the American way of life is totally antithetical to depriving innocent people of their liberty and life.  Between “freedom and fear, justice and cruelty,” America has from the beginning stood for life and light, not darkness and death.  The use of many contrasts in the speech delineates this difference between Americans and those who would terrorize us.

PARALLELISM

· “…you acted, by delivering $40 billion to rebuild our communities and meet the needs of our military.”
· “It is not only repressing its own people, it is threatening people everywhere by sponsoring and sheltering and supplying terrorists.”

· They hate our freedoms, our freedom of religion, our freedom of speech, our freedom to vote and assemble and disagree with each other.”

· “We will starve terrorists of funding, turn them one against another, drive them from place to place, until there is no refuge or rest.”
· And tonight, I also announce a distinguished American to lead this effort, to strengthen American security: a military veteran, an effective governor, a true patriot, a trusted friend, Pennsylvania’s Tom Ridge.”

· “But the only way to defeat terrorism as a threat to our way of life is to stop it, eliminate it, and destroy it where it grows.”

An alert audience will notice that this speech is almost completely literal, free of almost all figurative language.   One striking example of figurative language, however, is the metaphor President Bush uses: “And [our enemies] will follow that path all the way, to where it ends: in history’s unmarked grave of discarded lies.”  The metaphor is all the more riveting because of the paucity of figurative language in the speech.  President Bush seems to be speaking very plainly, very clearly to the American people, using not figures of speech but straightforward plain language to ensure that all listening clearly understand the path for this country.  The metaphor is the kind of line that Presidents are remembered for, clearly showing that the end of all terrorism is an “unmarked grave.”  President Bush ends his speech with a ringing assertion of our future, not of “unmarked grave[s]” and “discarded lies” but with “patient justice, assured of the rightness of our cause and confident of the victories to come.”

Patrick Henry’s speech to the Virginia Convention:

“Is life so dear, or peace so sweet, as to be purchased at the price of chains and slavery?  Forbid it, Almighty God!  I know not what course others may take; but as for me, give me liberty or give me death!”

FIND EXAMPLES AND WRITE IN THE BLANKS.

Parallelism__________________________________________

Parallelism__________________________________________

Antithesis___________________________________________

Franklin D. Roosevelt’s speech to Congress, Dec. 8, 1941:

“Yesterday, Dec. 7, 1941—a date which will live in infamy—the United States of America was suddenly and deliberately attacked by naval and air forces of the Empire of Japan….Always will we remember the character of the onslaught against us.  No matter how long it may take us to overcome this premeditated invasion, the American people in their righteous might will win through to absolute victory.  I believe I interpret the will of the Congress and of the people when I assert that we will not only defend ourselves to the uttermost, but will make very certain that this form of treachery shall never endanger us again.  Hostilities exist.  There is no blinking at the fact that our people, our territory and our interests are in grave danger.  With confidence in our armed forces—with the unbounding determination of our people—we will gain the inevitable triumph—so help us God.”

FIND EXAMPLES AND WRITE IN THE BLANKS.

Parallelism_________________________________________

Parallelism_________________________________________

Parallelism_________________________________________

Parallelism_________________________________________

Parallelism_________________________________________

Parallelism_________________________________________

John F. Kennedy, Oct. 22, 1962, after the Soviet military buildup in Cuba

“My fellow citizens: Let no one doubt that this is a difficult and dangerous effort on which we have set out.  No one can see precisely what course it will take or what cost or casualties will be incurred.  Many months of sacrifice and self-discipline lie ahead—months in which our patience and will will be tested—months in which many threats and denunciations will keep us aware of our dangers.  But the greatest danger of all would be to do nothing.


The path we have chosen for the present is full of hazards, as all paths are—but it is the one most consistent with our character and courage as a nation and our commitments around the world.  The cost of freedom is always high—and Americans have always paid it.  And one path we shall never choose, and that is the path of surrender or submission.


Our goal is not the victory of might, but the vindication of right—not peace at the expense of freedom, but both peace and freedom, here in this hemisphere, and, we hope, around the world.  God willing, that goal will be achieved.”

FIND EXAMPLES AND WRITE IN THE BLANKS.

Parallelism_________________________________________

Parallelism_________________________________________

Parallelism_________________________________________

Parallelism_________________________________________

Parallelism_________________________________________

Parallelism_________________________________________

Parallelism_________________________________________

Antithesis__________________________________________

Antithesis__________________________________________

Abraham Lincoln’s “Gettysburg Address,” given Nov. 19, 1863 on the battlefield near Gettysburg, Pennsylvania


“Four score and seven years ago, our fathers brought forth upon this continent a new nation: conceived in liberty, and dedicated to the proposition that all men are created equal.


Now we are engaged in a great civil war…testing whether that nation, or any nation so conceived and so dedicated…can long endure.  We are met on a great battlefield of that war.


We have come to dedicate a portion of that field as a final resting place for those who here gave their lives that that nation might live.  It is altogether fitting and proper that we should do this.


But in a larger sense, we cannot dedicate…we cannot consecrate…we cannot hallow this ground.  The brave men, living and dead, who struggled here have consecrated it, far above our poor power to add or detract.  The world will little note, nor long remember, what we say here, but it can never forget what they did here.


It is for us the living, rather, to be dedicated here to the unfinished work which they who fought here have thus far so nobly advanced.  It is rather for us to be here dedicated to the great task remaining before us…that from these honored dead we take increased devotion to that cause for which they gave the last full measure of devotion…that we here highly resolve that these dead shall not have died in vain…that this nation, under God, shall have a new birth of freedom…and that government of the people…by the people…for the people…shall not perish from the earth.”

FIND EXAMPLES AND WRITE IN THE BLANKS.

First paragraph:

Parallelism__________________________________________

Second paragraph:

Parallelism__________________________________________

Third paragraph:

Antithesis___________________________________________

Parallelism__________________________________________

Fourth paragraph:

Parallelism (tricolon)__________________________________________

Antithesis___________________________________________

Antithesis___________________________________________

Antithesis___________________________________________

Fifth paragraph:

Parallelism (that clauses)_______________________________

Parallelism (tricolon)____________________________________________

Skills and savvy are required to know the terms antithesis, parallelism, tricolon/triad.  But a Pre-AP student must intellectually go beyond merely IDENTIFYING to the higher order skill of ANALYZING why Lincoln chose these rhetorical devices.  Think carefully about the message in this speech, about what Lincoln was trying to convey, and answer these questions.  Write several sentences for each question.

1. What is the rhetorical effect of the parallelism?

2. What is the rhetorical effect of the antithesis?

3.  What is the rhetorical effect of the triple parallelism (tricolon/triad)?

EVALUATION:

Accept any answer that seems to connect the rhetorical device to meaning.  There is no one right answer.  Possible answers might include the following:

1. The parallelism, which is a linking of equal parts, seems to tie together the country which was in the middle of a rancorous civil war.  Lincoln is linking the emerging country 87 years ago with the country in 1863, showing the unity and continuity of America.

2. The antithesis, or opposing ideas, calls to mind the brother vs. brother, city vs. city, state vs. state, region vs. region aspect of this war which pitted countrymen against each other.  And of course the antithesis is directly linked to the central theme of this speech, the idea of the living vs. the dead, those who “did” something here as opposed to those who merely “say” the right words.  

3. The tricolon—Lincoln’s repetition of “we cannot dedicate, we cannot consecrate, we cannot hallow this ground”—emphasizes his theme that the living are not the ones to dedicate this battlefield; the “honored dead” did that with their lives.  The triple parallelism in “government of the people, by the people, for the people” again joins the disparate parts of the country together and reminds America of the three branches of government on which our laws rest.

