NINTH GRADE MULTIPLE CHOICE EXAM (VERSION A) READING

(“604” Poem)

IA.

 

604

   Unto my Books—so good to turn—

   Far ends of tired Days—

   It half endears the Abstinence—

   And Pain—is missed—in Praise—

(5)
   As Flavors—cheer Retarded Guests

   With Banquettings to be—

   So Spices—stimulate the time

   Till my small library—

   It may be Wilderness—without—

(10)
   Far feet of failing Men—

   But Holiday—excludes the night—

   And it is Bells—within—

   I thank these Kinsmen of the Shelf—

   Their Countenances Kid

(15)
   Enamor—in Prospective—

   And satisfy—obtained—

Emily Dickinson (1862)

NINTH GRADE MULTIPLE CHOICE EXAM (VERSION A)

(“604” Poem)

1.
The poet places capital letters in unusual places for the purpose of


A.
breaking the reader’s train of thought


B.
emphasizing important words


C.
causing the lines be more even in length


D.
indicating the beginnings of new sentences


E.
following the style of the time 

2.
The constant use of the dash suggests all of the following EXCEPT to


A.
make breaks between sentences


B.
set off parenthetical elements


C.
make the poem more difficult to comprehend


D.
indicate omissions of words


E.
bring about creativity to break punctuation rules

3.
According to the first stanza, the speaker especially loves to read


A.
early in the morning


B.
in the mid-day


C.
after lunch


D.
during dinner


E.
in the evening

4.
In lines 3 – 4, the speaker contends that when she is deprived of her books, they become


A.
more dear


B.
less interesting


C.
more painful


D.
less important


E.
more redundant

5.
If normal punctuation came at the end of the fourth line, it would likely be a


A.
comma


B.
semicolon


C.
colon


D.
period


E.
dash 

6.
The first word of the second stanza signals


A.
a metaphor


B.
an analogy


C.
an irony


D.
a foreshadowing


E.
a tone shift

7.
The second stanza compares the joy associated with delicious food to the


A.
pleasure of fine books 


B.
taste of spicy food 


C.
mixture of flavors at a banquet


D.
disappointment of a small library


E.
happiness that results from borrowing books

8.
In line 9, the word “without” means


A.
besides


B.
unless


C.
beyond the limits


D.
in the absence of 


E.
outside

9.
The words “Kinsmen of the Shelf” (line 13) contain an example of


A.
irony


B.
analogy


C.
allusion


D.
metaphor


E.
personification

10.
The use of the words “without” (line 9), and “within” (line 12), make the third stanza an example of an


A.
appositive


B.
analogy


C.
antithetical sentence


D.
archetypal sentence


E.
absolute statement

11.
The tone of the poem is


A.
complacent


B.
pleading


C.
impartial


D.
optimistic


E.
frivolous

12.
Line 12 tells the reader that the narrator is


A.
elated


B.
surprised


C.
anticipating something


D.
petulant


E.
thankful for the time to read

13.
The words “Their Countenances Kid” (line 14) refer to the


A.
forms of humor in books


B.
worn appearance of the books


C.
leather bindings of the books


D.
children’s books in the library


E.
happy looking covers on the books

14.
The main idea found in this poem is that the speaker


A.
likes stimulating food


B.
enjoys holidays


C.
attempts to avoid pain


D.
cares about her family


E.
loves her books

15.
The last two lines of the poem set up a contrast between


A.
anticipation and possession


B.
disappointment and loss


C.
expectation and dissatisfaction


D.
concern and victory


E.
failure and acceptance

16.
The verse form of the poem can be classified as


A.
free verse


B.
blank verse


C.
structured rhythm with no rhyme


D.
structured rhyme with no rhythm


E.
structured rhythm and rhyme

17.
The point of view used in this poem is


A.
first person with the narrator as a minor character


B.
first person with the narrator as a major character


C.
third person with an omniscient narrator


D.
third person with a selective omniscient narrator


E.
third person with an objective narrator

NINTH GRADE MULTIPLE CHOICE EXAM (VERSION A) READING

(Saint Joan Play)

IIA.


In fifteenth century France, Joan of Arc led French soldiers against the enemy English forces. When her armies failed because no one gave them supplies, Joan was arrested, tried, convicted, and executed. Ironically, she was later canonized as Saint Joan in 1920. In this passage George Bernard Shaw dramatizes her trial before her false accusers.

THE ARCHBISHOP:  You stand alone:  absolutely alone, trusting to your own conceit, your own 

ignorance, your own headstrong presumption, your own impiety in hiding all these sins under the cloak of a 

trust in God. When you pass through these doors into the sunlight, the crowd will cheer you. They will 

bring you their little children and their invalids to heal:  they will kiss your hands and feet, and do what 

(5)
they can, poor simple souls, to turn your head, and madden you with the self-confidence that is leading you 

to your destruction. But you will be none the less alone:  they cannot save you. We and we only can stand 

between you and the stake at which our enemies have burnt that wretched woman in Paris.

JOAN:  (her eyes skyward) I have better friends and better counsel than yours.

THE ARCHBISHOP:  I see that I am speaking in vain to a hardened heart. You reject our 

(10)
protection, and are determined to turn us all against you. In future, then, fend for yourself; and if you fail, 

God have mercy on your soul.

DUNOIS:  That is the truth Joan. Heed it.

JOAN:  Where would you all have been now if I had heeded that sort of truth? There is no help, no counsel, in any of you. Yes:  I am alone on earth:  I have always been alone. My father told my brothers to 

(15)
drown me if I would not stay to mind his sheep while France was bleeding to death:  France might perish if 

only our lambs were safe. I thought France would have friends at the court of the king of France; and I find 

only wolves fighting for pieces of her poor torn body. I thought God would have friends everywhere, 

because He is the friend of everyone; and in my innocence I believed that you who now cast me out would 

be like strong towers to keep harm from me. But I am wiser now; and nobody is any the worse for being

(20)
wiser. Do not think you can frighten me by telling me that I am alone. France is alone; and God is alone; 

and what is my loneliness before the loneliness of my country and my God? I see now that the loneliness of 

God is His strength: what would He be if He listened to your jealous little counsels? Well, my loneliness 

shall be my strength too: it is better to be alone with God:  His friendship will not fail me, nor His counsel, 

nor His love. In His strength I will dare, and dare, and dare, until I die. I will go out now to the 

(25)
common people, and let the love in their eyes comfort me for the hate in yours. You will all be glad to see 

me burnt; but if I go through the fire I shall go through it to their heart for ever and ever. And so, God be 

with me!

She goes from them. They stare after her in glum silence for a moment. Then Gilles de Rais twirls his beard.

(30)

BLUEBEARD: You know, the woman is quite impossible. I don’t dislike her, really; but what are 

you to do with such a character?

DUNOIS:  As God is my judge, if she fell into the Loire I would jump in in full armor to fish her out. But if she plays the fool at Compiégne, and gets caught, I must leave her to her doom.

LA HIRE:  Then you had better chain me up; for I could follow her to hell when the spirit rises in

(35)
her like that.

THE ARCHBISHOP:  She disturbs my judgment too: there is a dangerous power in her outbursts. But the pit is open at her feet; and for good or evil we cannot turn her from it.

CHARLES:  If only she would keep quiet, or go home!

(They follow her dispiritedly.)



                 From Saint Joan
NINTH GRADE MULTIPLE CHOICE EXAM (VERSION A)

(Saint Joan Play)

1.
The purpose of the first speech of the Archbishop (lines 1 – 7) is to

A. establish the Archbishop’s importance

B. show Joan how powerful he is

C. frighten Joan into submission

D. humiliate Joan completely

E. convince Joan that the people do not support her

2.
In sentence 1, the rhetorical device that creates a threatening emphasis is

A. hyperbole

B. situational irony

C. absolute construction

D. epistrophe

E. anaphora

3.
In the context of the passage, the word “impiety” (line 2) means


A.
impetuous behavior


B.
a lack of reverence


C.
complete stubbornness


D.
a source of affection


E.
total respect

4.
The antecedent of the word “They” (line 3) is

A. sins (line 2)

B. doors (line 3)

C. crowd (line 3)

D. invalids (line 4)

E. hands (line 4)

5.
According to the Archbishop’s first speech (lines 1 – 7), Joan is doomed because of her

A. pride of family

B. weakness of character

C. loss of sanity

D. blindness to God’s will

E. reliance upon herself

6.
The word from the Archbishop’s speech (lines 1 – 7) which Joan takes to bring her comfort is

A. “alone” (line 1)

B. “crowd” (line 3)

C. “souls” (line 5)

D. “enemies” (line 7)

E. “burnt” (line 7)

7.
The tone of Joan’s first words (line 8) is

A. pious

B. angry

C. pitiful

D. haughty

E. monotonous

8.
The words “a hardened heart” (line 9) contain an example of

A. synecdoche

B. hyperbole

C. ellipsis

D. simile

E. litotes

9.
The tone of Joan’s long speech (lines 13 – 27) is

A. humble

B. heated

C. jealous

D. logical

E. submissive

10.
In line 16, the word “lambs” is

A. pastoral

B. literal

C. archetypal

D. symbolical

E. metaphorical

11.
The last two sentences of Joan’s speech (lines 25 – 27) are spoken in a voice that is

A. wrathful

B. hesitant

C. impartial

D. sarcastic

E. determined

12.
Bluebeard, Dunois, and La Hire show an attitude toward Joan that is

A. evil

B. glum

C. neutral

D. supportive

E. negative

13.
By the end of the scene, the Archbishop has

A. changed his mind about Joan

B. hardened his own heart toward Joan

C. decided he is afraid of Joan

D. regretted his ideas about Joan

E. admitted he has been wrong about Joan

14.
The words, “As God is my judge, if she fell into the Loire I would jump in in full armor to fish her out” (lines 32 – 33) make up a type of sentence that is called


A.
loose


B.
periodic


C.
simple


D.
compound


E.
compound-complex

15.
Who is the MOST supportive, and the LEAST supportive of Joan?


A.
Dunois and Charles


B.
Bluebeard and the Archbishop


C.
La Hire and the Archbishop


D.
Dunois and Bluebeard


E.
Charles and Bluebeard

16.
An imperative sentence is evident in the words


A.
“I have better friends and better counsel than yours.” (line 8)


B.
“That is the truth Joan.” (line 12)


C.
“Heed it.” (line 12)

D.
“I don’t dislike her, really; but what are you to do with such a character?” (lines 30 – 31)

E.
“If only she would keep quiet, or go home!” (line 38)

NINTH GRADE MULTIPLE CHOICE EXAM (VERSION A) READING

(Night Nonfiction Passage)

IIIA.


Elie Wiesel, American novelist and essayist, wrote of his own experiences in a Nazi concentration camp; later he won a Nobel Peace Prize. Here is a passage describing one of his haunting memories.

One Sunday, when half of us—including my father—were at work, the rest—including

myself—were in the block, taking advantage of the chance to stay in bed late in the morning.

At about ten o’clock, the air-raid sirens began to wail. An alert. The leaders of the block

ran to assemble us inside, while the SS* took refuge in the shelters. As it was relatively easy to 

(5)
escape during a warning—the guards left their lookout posts and the electric current was cut off in

the barbed-wire fences—the SS had orders to kill anyone found outside the blocks.

Within a few minutes, the camp looked like an abandoned ship. Not a living soul on the

paths. Near the kitchen, two cauldrons of steaming hot soup had been left, half full. Two cauldrons

of soup, right in the middle of the path, with no one guarding them! A feast for kings, abandoned, 

(10)
supreme temptation!  Hundreds of eyes looked at them, sparking with desire. Two lambs, with a 

hundred wolves lying in wait for them. Two lambs without a shepherd—a gift. But who would dare?

Terror was stronger than hunger. Suddenly, we saw the door of Block 37 open 

imperceptibly. A man appeared, crawling like a worm in the direction of the cauldrons.

Hundreds of eyes followed his movements. Hundreds of men crawled with him, scraping their

(15)
 knees with his on the gravel. Every heart trembled, but with envy above all. This man had dared.

He reached the first cauldron. Hearts raced: he had succeeded. Jealousy consumed us, 

burned us up like straw. We never thought for a moment of admiring him. Poor hero, committing

suicide for a ration of soup! In our thoughts we were murdering him.

Stretched out by the cauldron, he was now trying to raise himself up to the edge. Either 

(20)
from weakness or fear he stayed there, trying, no doubt, to muster up the last of his strength. At 

last he succeeded in hoisting himself onto the edge of the pot. For a moment, he seemed to be 

looking at himself, seeking his ghostlike reflection in the soup. Then, for no apparent reason, he 

let out a terrible cry, a rattle such as I had never heard before, and, his mouth open, thrust his head 

toward the still steaming liquid. We jumped with the explosion. Falling back onto the ground, his 

(25)
face stained with soup, the man writhed for a few seconds at the foot of the cauldron, then he 

moved no more.

 From Night 

___________________________________________________________________________________




* the Nazi police who ran the prison camp


NINTH GRADE MULTIPLE CHOICE EXAM (VERSION A)

(Night Nonfiction Passage)

1.
The tone of the passage shifts from 


A.
suspenseful to tragic


B.
banal to important


C.
dangerous to ordinary


D.
anxious to matter-of-fact


E.
mysterious to depressing

2.
The author uses sentence fragments (lines 3, 7, 8, 9) for all of the following reasons EXCEPT to


A.
speed up the action


B.
create suspense


C.
imitate short bursts of thought resulting from tension


D.
portray the ignorance and cruelty of the guards


E.
give more power to exclamatory material

3.
In the context of the passage, the expression “the block” (line 2) refers to a


A.
fenced in area


B.
platform for the guards


C.
group of buildings


D.
buildings along a road


E.
kitchen where soup is prepared

4.
In line 5, the dash replaces the word


A.
and


B.
where


C.
before


D.
because


E.
although

5.
In line 7, the author makes a comparison using


A.
foreshadowing


B.
personification


C.
metonymy


D.
anaphora


E.
simile

6.
In paragraph three (lines 7 – 11), the word that serves as a metaphor for the soup cauldron is


A.
“ship” (line 7)


B.
“soul” (line 7)


C.
“paths” (line 8)


D.
“kings” (line 9)


E.
“lambs” (line 10)

7.
The word “wolves” (line 10) is a metaphor for the


A.
hungry prisoners


B.
animals that need food


C.
daring but unsuccessful prisoner


D.
name of the Nazi police


E.
Nazi who shoots the prisoner

8.
The words “hundreds of eyes” (line 14) contain an example of


A.
simile


B.
metaphor


C.
hyperbole


D.
synecdoche


E.
personification

9.
The words, “Jealousy consumed us” (line 16), contain an example of


A.
irony


B.
simile


C.
hyperbole


D.
foreshadowing


E.
personification

10.
To create suspense in lines 14 – 15, the author uses


A.
sentence fragments


B.
imagery


C.
metonymy


D.
symbolism


E.
rhetorical answers

11.
In lines 14 - 15, the clear message is that people are


A.
too curious for their own good 


B.
able to identify with others


C.
uncomfortable watching heroes


D.
motivated by extreme anger


E.
foolish when they take risks

12.
The adverb that signals the beginning of great suspense is the word


A.
“while” (line 4)


B.
“relatively” (line 4)


C.
“Suddenly” (line 12)


D.
“imperceptibly” (line 13)


E.
“Then” (line 22)

13.
The point of view of the passage is


A.
first person


B.
second person




C.
third person


D.
mostly first person with some second person


E.
mostly third person with some second person

14.
In line 24, the words “the explosion” refer to the


A.
sudden release of tension among the watchers


B.
sound from the blast that kills the man


C.
landmine placed by the cauldron


D.
screams of the dying man


E.
cries of indignation from the other prisoners 

15.
The main theme of the passage deals with


A.
man’s inhumanity to man


B.
prisoners and guards behaving cruelly


C.
hunger conquering fear


D.
the safety of heeding authority


E.
the ruthlessness of Nazis

Essay prompts to accompany version A of the ninth grade exam

Choose one of the following prompts for a multi-paragraph essay of 40 minutes:

I. Two of the passages reflect the courage of the human spirit in the face of terrible personal consequences. Choose one of the pieces and examine it carefully, analyzing how the author describes a situation in which a person has to make some very hard decisions.

Then in a multi-paragraph essay, beginning with a strong thesis statement, offer at least two reasons why people can face such dangers. Use quotations from one or both passages to support your reasons. Be sure to elaborate, referring perhaps to other works you have read or historical evidence.

II. Do you love something as much as Emily Dickinson loves her books?  Notice that this question refers to things, not people or pets. Decide on what you love; then, in a multi-paragraph essay describe what you most value and why you value it.

Be sure to compose a strong thesis statement, followed by clear topic sentences in well elaborated paragraphs. Refer to the poem, quoting or paraphrasing from it in your essay.

III. Study the language of the Saint Joan passage, paying particular attention to the difference between how Joan speaks—the words, phrases, tone, and imagery—and the language of her enemies. How do her words evoke sympathy in you while the words of her oppressors evoke no sympathy at all?

Then in a multi-paragraph essay, lay out the differences you have identified, carefully quoting words or phrases from the text when they help support your arguments.
 

