LISD ASSESSMENT PROJECT TEMPLATE

Name of Teacher:  Mamie H. Dewberry

Contact information:


Home address: 5115 46th Street


Home telephone: (806) 797-2543

School address: 5402 12th, Lubbock, TX 79416


School telephone: (806) 766-0777


e-mail address:  teachmam@aol.com  or mdewberry@lubbock.k12.tx.us

School name: Mackenzie Junior High

School location and environment: The Mackenzie attendance area is in northwest Lubbock and the area has housing that ranges from low-rent houses and apartments to middle income apartments and single-family houses and multi-million dollar homes. The school population is small but the range of academic and social concerns mirror those of many typical urban areas.  The district does adhere to the neighborhood school concept, but does allow for open enrolment and transfers from other attendance areas.

Grades and/or level (Middle School 6-8, for example): Junior High, grades 7, 8, and 9

Type of school (public or private; Montessori, etc.): Public


Enrollment: 576


Percentage of minorities: 34% Hispanic, 7% African American, 1% Others

College expectations of students: More than 80% of our students expect to attend college.  They have the choice of four local colleges or universities, and many apply to out-of-area universities.

Teaching situation (positions held; extracurricular assignments, years teaching; number of sections taught; number of students; in- and out-of class time commitment): I teach six classes of freshman (9th grade) English, three Pre-AP and three regular. I am the Language Arts Department chairperson.   I have also been in charge of the Recognition Program at the end of the year.  I have taught for thirty-four years, the last twenty of which I have been involved in GT and Pre-AP instruction.  I have approximately 130 students.

Usual class size: 23

Type of program for Pre-AP and AP (structure of vertical teams, district plan, etc., if known) I am one of three Pre-AP English teachers in our building.  We have a vertical team in place from grades 6 – 12 in our quadrant of the school district.

________________________________________________________________________

__9th__ Grade Essay Assessment 

Prompt: Read the poems by Edgar Allen Poe and Edgar Lee Masters carefully.  Consider the subject of each poem.  Using the diction (word choice), images, details, and poetic devices compare the tone /attitude of each poem on the subjects of love, death and life.

Rubric:
9-8
•
Answers all parts of the prompt completely.


•
Creates a clear, convincing thesis which states a position


•
Uses evidence from the poetry 


•
Makes connection between the evidence and the point being made


•
Uses convincing and clear elaboration


•
Uses clear and logical organization


•
Demonstrates a clear understanding of the poems


•
Correct and skillful use of transitional words and phrases to help develop 


•
Recognizes methods of revealing tone/attitude of each poem

•
Demonstrates mature, sophisticated style through sentence variety and powerful vocabulary


•
Repeats little or not at all


•
Very few, if any, mechanical errors

7-6
•
Also answers all parts of the prompt but does so less effectively that essay in the top
range


•
Creates a convincing thesis


•
Uses evidence from the poetry but not as thoroughly as papers in the top range


•
Makes connections but not as skillfully as papers in top range


•
Uses good elaboration, but may be wordy or less specific or precise


•
Clear organization


•
Not as clear or precise in expressing an understanding of the poems


•
Well written but does not demonstrate the maturity of papers in the top range


•
Above average sentence variety, vocabulary, and use of transitions


•
Repeats little or not at all


•
Some mechanical errors but not enough to interfere with the message

   5
•
Discusses the question but language and argument lack maturity

•
Constructs a reasonable thesis


•
Makes a good attempt to discuss the poems but elaboration may be vague or general


•
Uses evidence from the poems but not as skillfully as papers in the upper range


•
Organization is present but not as skillfully done as papers in the upper range


•
Simple vocabulary, limited sentence structure, limited use of transitions


•
Repeats are a problem

4-3
•
Attempts to answer the question, but does inaccurately or without specific 



evidence

•
Omits or misrepresents parts of the literature


•
Does not address parts of the prompt


•
Overlooks or misinterprets images, diction, details which indicates the tone/attitude


•
Uses evidence from the poems but does not adequately make connections to the point


•
Many spelling, grammatical, and mechanical errors


•
Does not skillfully use transition, word choice, vocabulary


•
Repeats are a problem

2-1
•
Does not accurately answer all parts of the prompt

•
May misunderstand the question or mainly summarizes the literature


•
Fails to use evidence from the literature


•
Brief or poorly written



•
Does not demonstrate clear understanding of the literature


•
Does not recognize images, diction, techniques which reveal tone/attitude


•
Simple vocabulary, inappropriate word choice, no transition


•
Repeats are a problem


•
many spelling, grammatical, and mechanical error which interfere with the message



9 = 100


5 = 80




4 = 75



8 = 95







3 = 70



7 = 90







2 = 65



6 = 85







1 = 60

Student Samples:


Sample 1:

Katy Pritchett



Mackenzie Junior High

English 9 (5)

Comparing Tones


The tone of the poems in “Annabel Lee” by Edgar Allen Poe and “Lucinda Matlock” by Edgar Lee Masters contrast between anger and resentment, and love and happiness.  The love presented in both of the poems shows the tones of melancholy and joy.  Love is shown in “Lucinda Matlock” by how she loves life.  She declares it by saying, “It takes life to love Life,” which depicts her love and happiness for life by how she lived it.  In “Annabel Lee,” the speaker shows the love he has for Annabel Lee even after her death.  He shows the commitment of love he had for Annabel Lee by saying not even the angels or demons “Can ever dissever my soul from the soul of beautiful Annabel Lee.”  The two poems’ tones compare love to life and death.  Lucinda Matlock goes through her life having fun doing what she loves where on the other side, the speaker loses his wife and never forgets the love he and Annabel Lee had for each other.  He expresses anger to the winds that killed her.  The tones of melancholy and happiness are shown through the love the speakers express during their lives.


The subjects of life and death can also compare the two poems in tone.  Lucinda Matlock lived life to the fullest and was ready for death when she said, “At ninety-six, I had lived enough, that is all, and passed to a sweet repose.”  She had a full life, even though it was not great.  She had fun going to dances and raising eight children.  She spun and wove, kept the house and nursed the sick, but she loved life and would not change.  In “Annabel Lee,” the speaker, or husband, looks at life in the past when he spent time with Annabel Lee.  He talks about the people who envied their love, and how he thinks of her every night when he lies down beside her.  The speaker remembers the love they shared when Annabel Lee was alive and regrets her death.  He blames her death on the angels who he thought coveted their marriage.  The man in the poem is angry that the cold winds killed Annabel Lee instead of looking at the good things that had happened during her life.  He looks at the cause of death and the envy of other people and not at the good times they spent together.  Annabel’s time on Earth was short, and she did not get to spend seventy years with her husband like Lucinda did.  Another comparison of the two poems shows how life is looked upon in two different ways.  The shift in “Lucinda Matlock” best represents her outtake on life when she says, “What is this I hear of sorrow and weariness, anger, discontent and drooping hopes?”  She says to her degenerate sons and daughters: “Life is too strong for you- It takes life to love life.”  She looks upon life as something you have to discover and care for where as in the poem “Annabel Lee,” the speaker looks at life as a time of love.  Lucinda had a busy life being active with her children, nursing others, gardening, and making medicines where as Annabel Lee’s speaker just lived life to love and be loved.  He didn’t cherish the time spent with Annabel Lee until she was gone.  He shows a tone of resentment and anger whereas Lucinda expresses a tone of happiness.  Life and death are looked at differently from the perspective of people.  It can be fun and full of love or filled with sorrow and anger for what happened in the past.


The tone of both poems compares the subjects of love, life and death and how imagery, details, and poetic devices show the comparison.  In “Lucinda Matlock,” a tone of joy is expressed throughout the poem, but in “Annabel Lee” the speaker shows a tone of anger and resentment. 

Critique: The writer has constructed a clearly stated thesis.  She demonstrates a command of sentence structure and a mature style.  Organization is clear and the writer demonstrates an understanding and insight into the literature.

________________________________________________________________________


Sample 2:

Brittany Smith



Mackenzie Junior High

English 9(1)
Tone Comparison

The speakers in the poems “Annabel Lee” by Edgar Allen Poe and “Lucinda Matlock” by Edgar Lee Masters exhibit contrasting tones between resentment as a result of lost love, and contentment, happiness, and wisdom, as they address the subjects of love, life, and death.

Both speakers express themes of love within their poems. “Annabel Lee” is the story of a man’s love for his bride.  His tone of affection and devotion is revealed through diction as he chooses words such as “…my darling, my darling, my life and my bride” and “But we loved with a love that was more than love, I and my Annabel Lee”.  He continuously refers to his home as a “kingdom by the sea”.  This imagery shows his adoration for his bride, comparing her to a princess or queen.  He calls her his “beautiful Annabel Lee”, clearly amazed by her beauty.  In “Lucinda Matlock”, the speaker’s tone is grateful and wise.  Her love for her husband is implied through words such as “And then I found Davis.  We were married and lived together for seventy years.  Enjoying, working, raising twelve children…”.  The speaker is not trying to prove her love, as it has already been proven through her life and happiness with her husband.  She is simply acknowledging that it is there.  


Life and death are two subjects that are strongly expressed in both poems.  The speaker in “Annabel Lee” reveals a theme that love is more powerful than death.  Although his bride has died, her spirit and memory live on in the life and mind of the speaker, as he reveals saying, “For the moon never beams without bringing me dreams of the beautiful Annabel Lee”.  He speaks of the angels “not half so happy in heaven” 

stealing Annabel Lee away from him, revealing a tone of sorrow and resentment as he longs for his lost love.  The theme that is most strongly revealed in “Lucinda Matlock” is that “It takes life to love life’.  The speaker feels that if one loves life, they will neither fear nor regret death.  Calling death a “sweet repose”, she views death not only as an ending, but as a beginning as well.  Her personification of “Life” shows that she feels life is “too strong for you…” and one cannot determine when life will begin or end; one can only determine what will be accomplished during life.  Her tone is one of thankfulness for the life that she was able to live.  She encourages the “degenerate sons and daughters” to accept death, and avoid “anger, discontent, and drooping hopes”.  However, the speaker in “Annabel Lee” speaks of death with a tone of regret, simply trying to hold on to the memory of his beloved, if only in his dreams.  

In both poems, “Annabel Lee” by Edgar Allen Poe, and “Lucinda Matlock” by Edgar Lee Masters, subjects of love, life, and death are strongly revealed through the poets’ tones, and their use of diction, images, details, and poetic devises. 


Critique:

This writer’s organization is clear.  She has used evidence from the poetry for support.  The writer has demonstrated a clear understanding of the poems; however, she has some tendency to stray from the purpose of the writing.  The writer makes connections, but she fails to skillfully use transition.


Sample 3:

Katrina Torres








Mackenzie Junior High

English Pre AP-6







Contrasting Tones in Poetry

The poems “Annabel Lee” by Edgar Allen Poe and “Lucinda Matlock” by Edgar Lee Masters depict the contrasting tones of melancholy and contentment by the speaker’s definite views on love, life, and death.  

The poem “Annabel Lee” has its tone expressed as being melancholy or gloomy by the way Edgar Allen Poe writes this poem.  First, the poem expresses the melancholic tone through the speaker’s attitude toward love.  “To love and be loved by me” shows that the speaker’s love with Annabel was expressed through feelings only.  They had a bond of love that was separated and lost forever.  The speaker has a sad tone because the life in his heart has vanished due to Annabel Lee’s death.  Throughout the poem he speaks of their love as a whole, not of the memories or fun times that they had together.  Once Annabel Lee deceased, the only memories of her that her lover had were the feelings of love that he felt for her.  The gloomy tone is also expressed by writing “the angels…envying her and me.”  This shows that even the beautiful winged beings from above were against the two because their love was so strong.  The image of “stars never rise” and “I feel the bright eyes” show the longing that the speaker has for his lover through sight.  Rise and eyes are long sounding so it brings out the longing and it brings out the melancholic tone since he longs for his loving eyes to look upon her.  Secondly, the unhappy tone of “Annabel Lee” is brought out through the speaker’s views on life.  Life is viewed as being gloomy and sad because they “bore her away from me.”  The speaker seemed to be living for Annabel Lee-he wanted nothing else than to be with her.  Once she was gone, all he could do was sit by her sepulcher and think of how lovely she was.  All through the poem it repeats Annabel’s name to emphasize her life, but at the end her life ends tragically.  “She lived with no other thought than to love and be loved by me” shows that her life was gloomy without the speaker- she also had no reason to live except for him.  Thirdly, the speaker expresses the tone of melancholy by his thoughts on death.  “Chilling and killing my Annabel Lee” shows the speaker’s anger because chilling and killing have a very hard sounding rhyme.  Also, the speaker repeats that Annabel Lee is in a sepulcher many times.  This emphasizes that she is gone for good and this of course makes the speaker sad just to think about it.  Also, the speaker feels that he and Annabel Lee will be together forever by stating, “Angels…demons… can ever dissever my soul from Annabel Lee.”  Plus, “night-tide”, “side” and “bride” all create a longing and hurting because of the hard sounds in this internal rhyme.  Edgar Allen Poe used internal rhyme to somewhat hide the feelings in the poem.  Only if the poem is read carefully can it be analyzed correctly.

“Lucinda Matlock” has a tone of contentment as expressed throughout the poem by the speaker.  Contentment is first of all expressed through the speaker’s view on love.  In “Lucinda Matlock” love is dictated by explaining all of the things that Lucinda did for her family.  Some of the things that she did for them were to keep a garden, nurse the sick and to keep the house nice.  She felt comfortable because she did everything that she could possibly want to do in her life- time.  When eight of her children died, she didn’t bury herself in despair; she tried to make her living children feel even more loved.  She took the love that she would have given her deceased children and she showered it on the living.  “Lucinda Matlock” also brought out the tone of contentment in her views towards life.  When she was young, she was having a great time at the dance therefore she was content even at her young age.  In this poem, life is shown to be fulfilling and meant to end when you are ready to leave the world.  “At ninety- six I had lived enough… and passed to a sweet repose” shows that Lucinda felt that she had lived her life to the fullest and she was ready to leave her family.  Lucinda believed that being alive was great, but at her ripe old age of ninety- six she was tired and ready to let go.  Finally, in Edgar Lee Master’s poem “Lucinda Matlock” death is shown as being peaceful.  When Lucinda lost her eight children she did not feel sorry for herself, she went on with life and took care of her four healthy children.  She would not dwell on the horrors of death because she knew that one day she would see her deceased children again when her days were over.  The poet writes this poem in free verse so that it will seem natural and flow easily.  The poem describes the every day life of a hard workingwoman and he didn’t want it to seem overdone.

In conclusion, poets use a specific tone to explain things through the speaker’s eyes, the poems Annabel Lee and Lucinda Matlock tell about love, life, and death through two different attitudes.


Critique: This writer demonstrates an understanding of the poems.  She uses evidence from the literature, but evidence and elaboration are not handled as skillfully as upper range papers.  Organization is clear and the writer’s use of language is above average.  Some problems of style and syntax are evident which are not present in upper range papers.

Sample 4:

Noelle Zavala



Mackenzie Junior High

English 1(2)
Tone Used by Poe and Masters

In the poems “Annabel Lee” and “Lucinda Matlock”, by Edgar Allan Poe and Edgar Lee Master, the opinion on love, life, and death is expressed.  These subjects project tones using images, poetic devices, details, and diction. The two poems have contradicting tones, Poe’s being downhearted and Masters’ being content.  

“Annabel Lee” is a poem full of sorrow and misery; the only positive feeling is his love for Annabel.  He feels that they “loved with a love that was more than just love” and that she was very beautiful. Although he was very happy with his love, his life was a downfall after her death.  He tells the reader of the “angels, not half so happy in heaven” who envy the love he has, and he spends his time blaming them to have taken his bride away.  The speaker then brings sorrow that has been provoked by this death in the poem, always thinking and missing her.  “Her high-born kinsman… shut her up in a sepulcher”, he sets the mournful tone by expressing that she was not simply buried but shut up, which is a harsh, angry tone as shown. 

The speaker, Lucinda, in the poem “Lucinda Matlock” contradicts most of the points in “Annabel Lee” although love is conveyed as the same feeling Poe uses, just not as strongly.  Lucinda loves her husband Davis and they are together for seventy years, loving others besides each other.  Her life is much more positive than that of the speaker in “Annabel Lee” who feels depressed.  Masters uses imagery and feeling to express Lucinda’s everyday life, such as “Enjoying… rambled over the fields… singing to the green valleys”.  She also dictates, “It takes life to love life”, which is stating happiness is what makes one love life.  When speaking of her death, she sees it very optimistically describing it as “a sweet repose” and not wanting her children to experience downbeat feelings, for she  “had lived enough”.

The tones set in these poems are opposing to the others “Annabel Lee” being melancholy and “Lucinda Matlock” being satisfied to the fullest, although speaking of the same subjects.


Critique: The writer’s thesis is reasonable but not as skillfully constructed as upper range papers.  Though the writer seems to understand the poems, evidence is limited and elaboration is vague and insufficient.  The writer also has some problems with sentence structure and word choice.

________________________________________________________________________

