Grammar/Syntax Lesson—9th Grade

The Lives of a Cell: Notes of a Biology Watcher, Lewis Thomas

Teaching Grammar Through Composition

Objectives:

· The student will imitate the syntactical patterns of a professional writer.

· The student will determine the rhetorical effect of active and passive voice.

· The student will determine the rhetorical effect of parallelism in a passage.

Look at the first paragraph of the passage.  Follow these directions.

1. Write a sentence patterned after sentence #1:  (“A gallery in New York…”)

· SUBJECT—VERB—DIRECT OBJECT
· prepositional phrase

· prepositional phrase

· prepositional phrase

What is the rhetorical effect of the three parallel prepositional phrases?  

(Suggested answer: The parallelism mirrors the purposeful, organized behavior of the ants.)

2. Write a sentence patterned after sentence #2:  (“They were displayed…”)
· SUBJECT—VERB
· prepositional phrase
· prepositional phrase
· participial phrase
3. Write a sentence patterned after sentence #3:  (“The inventor of the work…”)
· SUBJECT—APPOSITIVE RENAMING SUBJECT—COMPOUND VERB—DIRECT OBJECT
· coordinating conjunction (fanboys—for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so)
· SUBJECT—VERB—REFLEXIVE PRONOUN
· prepositional phrase
· participial phrase
· prepositional phrase
· prepositional phrase
· prepositional phrase
What is the rhetorical effect of the three parallel prepositional phrases?

4. Rewrite sentence #4, changing the verb in passive voice to active voice.  (“Thus deployed, they were watched…”
What is the rhetorical effect of passive voice in this sentence?

(Suggested answer: The author chooses passive voice deliberately in this sentence to convey the sense of the crowd as  passive onlookers.  The ants take center stage.  Using active voice, the sentence would read, “The crowds…watched [the ants] with intensity.”  Then the crowds would be performing the action, not the ants.

5. Write a sentence patterned after sentence #5:  (“The ants were, together with the New Yorkers…”) 

SUBJECT—LINKING VERB—

· predicate nominative
· predicate nominative
· predicate nominative
· predicate nominative
· predicate nominative
· predicate nominative
What is the rhetorical effect of the parallel six predicate nominatives?  Have the students note that these predicate nominatives also function as metaphors.
