Tips for Timed Writing
1.  Note the start and end time at the top of the page.  

 
-- Spend at least ¼ of the allotted time on analyzing the prompt, reading the 

               passage, and planning the essay.       

2.  Read the prompt carefully.


For literary analysis questions: 

-- Identify the abstract concept that is the focus of the prompt.  Circle it.

-- Identify any concrete devices the prompt specifies or suggests you use. 

   Underline them.


For open-ended persuasive questions:



-- Identify the topic.  Underline it.



-- Brainstorm for pros and cons.



-- Support with links to literature and history where possible.


For open-ended “link to other work” questions:



-- Identify the “link” (i.e., theme, character, setting).  Circle it.



-- Underline each task the prompt requires.



-- Brainstorm for a personal list of works before looking at a provided list. 

3.  Read the passage for understanding.


-- Ask yourself who, what, when, where, and why questions if necessary.


-- Keep the prompt in mind as you read.

4.  For literary analysis questions, reread and mark the passage.


-- Focus on concrete devices that create the abstract.


-- Jot notes in the margins as you read.  You may forget some of the points you

               want to make if you don’t.  These notes may be all of the prewriting you have  

               time to do.

5.  Write a concise introduction that answers the question.


-- ATTT – Include the author, title, type of selection, and time period 

               information in the introduction.  This information is given in the prompt.


-- AQA - Answer the question asked.  Your thesis should answer the question,  

               not just restate the prompt.  Do not be afraid to state the obvious.

6.  Focus on your commentary.


-- Your insight and understanding of the literature, as well as how you make the 

                connections called for in the prompt are what the reader will evaluate.


-- You do not have to follow the 11-sentence 5-paragraph essay structure, but 

                use it as a guide.


--Make sure you answer the question!  Focus on the prompt.  Remember, with 

               literary analysis you must explain how or why the concrete elements create or 

              illustrate the abstract concept.

7.  Your conclusion must be worth reading.


--Do not repeat what has already been stated in the essay.


-- Your conclusion should reflect an understanding of the passage, the

                   question, and the author’s craft.


--How is this like life?  Try to find a universal element or truth that relates to

              the passage and ties it all together.

