Ninth or Tenth Pre-AP

The Odyssey Project

1st Six Weeks

Objectives:

NOTE:  This project covers almost all areas of the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills, 68 of them, in fact.  Instead of listing each one, we have included major objectives instead.

1. Write in a variety of forms, including personal and literary, for various audiences and purposes.

2. Use recursive writing processes.

3. Rely increasingly on the conventions and mechanics of written English, including the rules of usage and grammar, to write clearly and effectively.

4. Use writing as a tool for learning.

5. Evaluate their own writing and the writing of others.

6. Acquire an extensive vocabulary through reading and systematic word study.

7. Comprehend selections using a variety of strategies.

8. Read extensively and intensively for different purposes in varied sources, including world literature.

9. Read widely, including world literature, to increase knowledge of their own culture, the culture of others, and the common elements across cultures.

10. Analyze literary elements for their contributions to meaning in literary texts.

11. Read in order to research self-selected and assigned topics.

12. Listen attentively for a variety of purposes.

13. Listen to analyze, appreciate, and evaluate oral performance and presentations.

14. Speak clearly and effectively for a variety of purposes and audiences.

15. Prepares and presents informative and persuasive messages.

16. Prepare, organize, plan, and present literary interpretations.

Description of assignment and guidelines for successful completion:

Day 1

· Review Greek pantheon of gods’ areas of influence and symbols; review archetypes.

· Give vocabulary list.

· Guide note-taking on The Odyssey.
Day 2

· Give The Odyssey Assignment for reading.

· Begin reading.

Days 3 & 4

· Allow reading/work time.
Day 5

· Assign Ancient Literature Composition.
· Assign Personal Epithet and literary conventions.
· Give a vocabulary quiz.
Day 6

· Discuss reading of The Odyssey, using handouts and comic book.
· Share personal epithets.
Day 7

· Edit rough draft of Ancient Literature Compositions.
· Read excerpts from Fagles in class.
Days 8 & 9

· Finish and submit Ancient Literature Composition.
· Finish Odyssey work.
Day 10

· Present Odyssey assignments to class. 
Day 11

· Discuss whole book.
Day 12

· Give Six Weeks’ Test (includes archetypes in The Odyssey).
Resources:

· Comic book Odyssey from Boys Life, August 1995.

· Gelb, Michael.  How to Think Like Leonardo da Vinci.  NY:  Delacorte

Press, 1998.

· Houston, Jean.  The Hero and the Goddess:  The Odyssey as Mystery and

Initiation.  NY:  Aquarian, 1984.

· Merriam-Webster’s Encyclopedia of Literature.  Springfield:  Merriam-

Webster, 1995.

· The Odyssey (Robert Fagles translation).  NY:  Penguin, 1996.

· The Odyssey (E.V. Rieu translation).  NY:  Penguin, 1991.

· Teacher handouts.

Directions for The Odyssey Assignment:

Follow the general directions (1,2,4) and then take one principle of DaVinci and apply it as your interest directs you (3).  This assignment counts as a major grade for you now PLUS you are going to want to review it before taking the Advanced Placement exams at the end of your junior and senior years.

1. Read fairly cursorily chapters 1-4, noting characters, setting, point of view, and plot.  NO writing is required.

2. Beginning at chapter 5, write a brief summary of each of the following adventures, noting how Odysseus changes or what he learns as a result of each adventure.  Note that an adventure does not necessarily equal a chapter.

a.  Cicones


g.  Hades

b.  Lotus Eaters

h.  Sirens

c.  Cyclops


i.  Scylla and Charybdis

d.  Aeolus


j.  Helios

e.  Laestrygonians

k.  Calypso

f.  Circe


l.  Nausicaa

3. Now choose ONE of the following approaches, or draft one of your own and have it approved as an option.






4.  Write brief character sketches of Odysseus, Penelope, and Telemachus, indicating whether each character is static or dynamic.

Rubric/Evaluation form:

Grades include:

· Personal epithet

· Ancient Literature Composition  (For rubric see the one in “First Six Weeks, Fiction and Nonfiction Analysis Lesson Plan.”)

· Six Weeks’ Test

· Journal/Original Work Assignment (Rubric follows.)

· Vocabulary Quiz

Rubric for The Odyssey Assignment:

90-100 All parts are complete and demonstrate sincere interest and detailed evidence of 

thought.  They are creative, original, appropriately researched where applicable, attractively presented, and free from major grammatical errors.  All researched material is included or documented.

80-89 All parts are complete and demonstrate sufficient interest and evidence of 

thought.  They are creative and original in approach but perhaps not as thorough as the top papers.  They include researched material when applicable but less successfully than those earning the top scores.  They are attractively presented but less care is taken than those in the higher range.  Some errors may be evident but are not distracting.

70-79 The work may be somewhat incomplete or merely adequate in showing interest 

and evidence of thought.  They are less creative, original, and thorough than those in the higher ranges and they lack sufficient researched material.  Little care has been taken in presentation and the work may contain distracting errors.

Below 70:  There is little evidence of any sincere attempt to complete the assignment.  The work is insufficient and poorly presented.  There are numerous errors.

CURIOSITA:


     Example—Make a vocabulary study of alliterative words, active verbs, sensory details, etc.  Copy words by category and the sentences in which you find them.  Define the words; write imitative sentences modeling Homer’s style.





ARTE/SCIENZA and SENSAZIONE:


     Examples—


Science—Study the Greeks’ contribution to marine science.


Art—Render the 12 adventures in your own medium (paint, sculpture, etc.).  What do you emphasize about each adventure?


Archetypal Heroic Journey—Map Odysseus’ journey geographically and explore the archetypal developments in his character.





SFUMATO:





Example—Study conflicting forces in the epic, beginning with Odysseus vs. ?.





CORPORALITA:





Example—Study Greeks and fitness, the Olympic games, health, etc.





CONNESIONE:


   Example—What do the adventures have in common?





DIMONSTRAZIONE:


        Example—Discuss Odysseus’ beliefs and attributes.  How did he form them?  How did experience affect him?  What did he question?  What did he prove?  How susceptible was he to superstition?  Who seemed to be particularly influential for him?








