Fahrenheit 451 Lesson

Pre-AP Ninth Grade

Lesson Objectives:

The student will use the elements of argumentation in a  value debate, both speaking and writing.

The student will use the persuasive mode of discourse in a value debate, both speaking and writing.

· argue

· request

· defend

· challenge

· emotional, ethical, and logical appeals

The student will conduct research on a given topic.

The student will write affirmative and negative speeches.

The student will write source cards, note cards, and a Works Cited page.

Resources Needed:

Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury

The Declaration of Independence

Barbara Jordan’s Keynote Address to the Democratic National Convention 1976

Preamble to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights

Timeline for Project

Day 1

Discuss book banning and censorship

Day 2 

Research in library (broad overview of censorship)

Days 3-5
Research in library (topic specific)  Begin taking notes.

Day 6

Source cards due (daily grade)  Discuss validity of evidence.

Day 7

Explain case format (affirmative and negative), set teams.

Days 8-9
Write cases.  Individual annotated bibliography due.

Day 10

Typed cases due.  Discuss questioning and write sample questions.

Day 11

Draw for debate, final preparation day in class

Days 12-15
In-class debates

Description of Assignments

The debate should not be attempted until the novel has been studied in class.

VALUE DEBATE

Resolved: That censorship of books in public high schools violates civil liberties.

(Patterned after Lincoln-Douglas Debate)

Guidelines:

· involves one individual against another

Each person is responsible for the following:

· individual research

· individual source cards

· individual annotated bibliography

· individual note cards

· writing an affirmative argument

· writing a negative argument

· formulating and answering questions

For this value debate, the following topics of research may be beneficial:

· definition of words in the resolution

· who censors

· effects of censorship

· civil liberties

· free speech

· constitutional guarantees

· freedom

· Maslow’s hierarchy of needs

· The Declaration of Independence

· Preamble to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights

· Barbara Jordan’s Keynote Address to the Democratic National Convention 1976

The debate will be conducted according to the following format:

Affirmative: for censorship                                             Negative: against censorship

	TIME FOR SPEECH
	SIDE DEBATED
	TYPE OF ARGUMENT




	4 minutes

4 minutes

4 minutes

4 minutes

2 minutes

2 minutes

2 minutes

2 minutes

2 minutes

2 minutes
	Affirmative (speaker one)

Negative (speaker one)

Affirmative (speaker two)

Negative (speaker two)

Affirmative

Negative

Negative (speaker one)

Affirmative (speaker one)

Negative (speaker two)

Affirmative (speaker two)
	Opening argument

Opening argument, 

attack of affirmative

Refute negative position

& support affirmative

Refute affirmative position & support negative position

Questioning period

Questioning period

Summation

Summation

Summation

Summation




WORKING BIBLIOGRAPHY—SOURCE CARDS

· Create a source card for each source.

· Follow the MLA guidelines for citing each source.  Correct usage of punctuation and indention is critical.

· Note the location of the source (call number, data base, electronic address, etc.) on the bottom left side of the card.

· Write a sentence which describes the contents and possible usefulness of the source.

· Source cards will serve as an individual daily grade.

· Study the sample below.

	Seldes, George, ed.  The Great Thoughts.
New York: Ballantine Books, 1985.

This book contains short quotations from

many sources and is arranged by subject.

801.2

Sel 


ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY—WORKS CITED PAGE

· The sources will be alphabetized and typed into the format of an annotated bibliography.

· The Works Cited page must contain a minimum of 10 sources.

· It must include at least one source from each category:

1. books

2. periodicals (print or electronic)

3. reference works (print or electronic)

4. CD-ROM or portable Databases

5. legal source or governmental document

· All sources cited from Online Databases (Internet) must contain the electronic address used to access the document.

· This will serve as a major grade.

NOTE CARDS

· Each student must have at least 40 note cards.

· The note cards may contain direct quotes or summaries of information.  Be sure to read information about plagiarism below.

· Each note card must contain source information and page numbers.

· Each note card must have a slug (title) which describes the information on the card.

· Each card should contain only one piece of information.

· Study the sample below.

	Freedom of Thought

“Everyone has the right to freedom of thought, conscience, and religion;…”

Universal Declaration of Human Rights

Article 18




PLAGIARIAM

	           Plagiarism refers to a form of cheating that has been defined as “the false assumption of authorship: the wrongful act of taking the product of another person’s mind, and presenting it as one’s own” (Alexander Lindey, Plagiarism and Originality [New York: Harper, 1952]2).  To use another person’s ideas or expressions in your writing without acknowledging the source is to plagiarize.  Plagiarism, then, constitutes intellectual theft and often carries severe penalties, ranging from failure in a course to expulsion from school….

          At all times during research and writing, guard against the possibility of inadvertent plagiarism by keeping careful notes that distinguish between your musings and thoughts and the material you gather from others.  A writer who fails to give appropriate acknowledgment when repeating another’s wording or particularly apt term, paraphrasing another’s argument, or presenting another’s line of thinking is guilty of plagiarism.  You may certainly use other persons’ words and thoughts in your research paper, but the borrowed material must not appear to be your creation.

MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers (26)


EVALUATION OF EVIDENCE

	          You should not assume that something is truthful or trustworthy just because it is published.  Some material may be based on incorrect or outdated information, or on poor logic, or on narrow opinions held by the author.  Weigh what you read against your own knowledge and intelligence as well as against other treatments of the subject.

MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers (24)


· Is the person quoted an expert or someone with extensive knowledge of the topic?

· What are his/her credentials?

· What experience does he/she have in this field or on this topic?

· Is he/she competent to voice an opinion on the topic?

· Is the person being quoted biased?

· Is the source itself trustworthy?

· Is there reason to doubt the objectivity of the source?

· Does the evidence agree with other authorities on the subject?

· What does the evidence say and does it make sense?

· Is the evidence used in context?

· Is the evidence based on fact?

· Is the evidence based on inference?

· Is the evidence based on opinion or judgment?

· What is the date of publication?  Is it still valid?

· Have important events have occurred since the evidence was written?

· Was the statement meant literally or figuratively?

· Does the evidence apply to the point being made?

· Does the evidence support or refute the point?

Evaluation of Written Research

The writer has a source card for each source.

1      2      3      4      5

The writer has followed MLA guidelines.

1      2      3      4      5

The writer has included a correctly written Works Cited page.

1      2      3      4      5

The writer has 40 note cards properly formatted.

1      2      3      4      5

The writer has avoided plagiarism.

1      2      3      4      5

The writer has used valid evidence in a logical way.

1      2      3      4      5

Evaluation of Debate

The speaker has a valid affirmative argument.

1      2      3      4      5

The speaker has a valid negative argument.

1      2      3      4      5

The speaker uses evidence effectively.

1      2      3      4      5

The speaker speaks for the full number of allotted minutes.

1      2      3      4      5

